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THE 
Pp R E F A C E. 


NEXT to the theme of this dalogue, The Love 
of God, I cannot better recommend it to the reader, 
than by aoquainting him with what hearty welcome 
it has been formerly receited. It was originally 
written in Spaniſh, but the time uncertain. It after- 
wards underwent ſeveral tranſlations, till the year 
1617, when the learned Antonious Boetzer, from 
the other copies, publiſhed a correct edition of it. 


T he author's name was unknown to any of the 
editors; and he probably concealed it, to avoid the 
applauſe which ſo religious a performance might 
Juftly claim. "i 
© The ſeveral editions had different titles. Some 
called it, The Treaſure of Devotion; others, 
The Compendious Way to Salvation : but 
the laſt bears the title of Ds ib ER ius, together with 
that of The Orxrcinar Pri.cam, to diſtinguiſh 
it from others of the ſame name: for it is not the 


iv. PREFACE. 


122 time it hs app appeared, in, Exil. though. ery 
much aſeiaſed : and it ts confidently aſſerted that 
Dr. Patrick took his Pilgrim from tt. 


As for my own art, I was ſo well pleaſed with 
it in its native beauty, that I choſe to follow the 
author; and, excepting. a feu pages in the beginning, 
have almoſt verbally tranſlated it: and truly, after 
ſome times peruſing it, I needed no other motite to 
induce me to undertake it, than the charms I met with 
inevery page; for ſeveral years ſeldom paſſing a day 
without reading ſome part of it. 


If, by this poor attempt of mine. 1 flould te ſo 
happy as to contribute to the advancement of thi 
ſubleme' part ef devotion, The Love of God, 


N March and b, God for _- 


* geh o G ier u with dr tn lis of 
ſim, that fran thence” we may learn to love one. 


tier; and that "we nch have ur feet con- 
ſummation,and iſs in that heaventy-afſylum, where, 


rathout' ceaſing, we may ternally-fing of aid 
celebrate his merits. "en." O15 - TESHLO! 
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DESIDERIUS was a man, introduced 
into the world with all the advantages'of 
birth and fortune. His education was 
forward, and he had the opportunity 
of taking an early view of the world in 
all its variety and changes. The camp 
was to him no longer the noble mart * 
of honor and preferment ; where ſelfiſh 
ſtaves ran away with the reward due to 
the honeſt hero, who had ſpent his 
blood in the ſervice of his country. 
He ſaw, with contempt, the ſoothing 


* of., ſubtle, courtiers and, - flattering 
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crouds. who. had no other end., but to 
abuſe and deceive thoſe they would 
ſeem. to pleaſe. Virtue was bechme a 
ſcornful eſt among, them; and; perhdy, 
hate, 1 ruin, lurked under the maſk 
of, gy Corruption, diſcontent; and 
faction, had entirely poſſeſſed the city, 
and every one paid a laviſh ſubmiſſion 
to, mighty, gain. The country, once 
the happy ſeat of joyful nature, was now 
— with pride and luxury. and 
innocence depraved with the vile 
1 — of the court, and town. The 
maſt delightful. and entertaining ſcenes, 
In any or all of theſe, were objects too 
-narrow. for. the capacious ſoul of Desr- 
Þ&83Us:: his mind ſickened at earthly 
esd he e x to Aer 
more ſublime. 1 
3113 0 yasm o | 1861 | * 10 
„ He, — long i in u redaiving upon 
the purſuit af ſolid good: for, taking his 
way to a place once famous for the 
profeſſion and practice of religion and 
Joyalty;:he;puto himſelf into the con- 
iyerlation of ecclefiaſtics; "concluding, that 
* awful guides of heavenly govern- 
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ment would ſhew bim folid good i in the 
native * purity and luſtre of religion. 


But he ſoon found himſeif miſtaken; 


for he too plainly ſaw the holy office 
tufned into à trade; the' prieſts wholly 
taken up in faction and ſechlar a fafts; 
and licentious blaſphemies broached and 
publiſhed from the pulpit, "to wee a 
„ BONES. goody, * 1 1 
(1011l! 54 921) VI9VY3 Friv4; 
Upon this Gifhip oittitent; he left 
themz and; with eager ſteps, haſtened 


to a diſtant monaſtery, where he purpofed 


to devote the remainder of his days 
to the company of holy men, and, 

exerciſes of — purge off the dregs 
of life. But, alas! to his great ama e- 
ment, he found that this A/ ſolitude,” as 
the world” called it, was but too often 
affected; and ſerved only to make men 
paſs undiſtinguiſhed; produced ignorance 
and idleneſs; and that too many of the 
moſt renounced aſcetics were” c ebrted 


for doing that which amounted to tte 


+ IAA ans! 5210 aa8lq s. 01 YEW 


bis dig a te tg bas goittong- 
Se This was a greater diſappbintinient to 
Droozazes than feet and planged 


vos o but WWE zan! 
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tired with conjectures, and ene at 
what had happened, a welcome heavineſs 


8 DESIDERIUS. c. 
him into ſuch uncertainties, that at laſt, 


ſeized his eyes, and ſoft ſleep, the ſweet 
gift. of indulgent nature, locyed * his 
ſenſes in a profound —_ 


While pleaſing flumbers atme bis 
careful thoughts, innumerable fancies 
preſented themſelves to his ſoul; which 


interrupted. each other with a broken 


fucceſſion. Theſe were hitherto but 
dreams, the product of a fick mind: 
but at laſt ſomething offered, which made 
a ſtronger impreſſion upon him; for it 
diſplayed a ſcene, to which he had been 
an entire Ranger; n e * 825 
wilhed to behold: . 


A ſudden e li ght 200 aud 
him: and, from a bright cloud, he faw - 
deſcending a virgin of angelic form. Her 
was lovely, and her face à con. 
ſummate beauty: her locks, like beams 


of filver, lightly waved, part about her 
| ſhoulders,” and part curling upwards; | 


formed a, natural coronet. * Her motion 
was not terrible ar ſwift, but gradual and 


 W'F et 
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eaſy: no angry meſſage appeared in her 
looks, and her face wore no figns of 
threatening vengeance. Drsiofkruss 
foul was agitated with a pleafing. mixture 


. of fear and joy: he was charmed with 


the beautiful appearance; but the un- 
uſual majeſty of it ſtruck him with an 
awful reverence. Whilſt he was thus 
admiring, and muſing what this ſhould 
mean, the lovely meſſenger drew near, 
and addrefied him in the — 


25 Kone of ads: let anxious cares no 
longer oppreſs thy mind; for know, 
thou art now under the more imme- 
diate care of the Divine Will, who 


Eknoweth the ſincerity of thy ſoul, and 


Bath commiſſioned me to direct thee 
« Whither to go, and find the ſatisfaction 
* thou requireſt. Take thy way eaſtward 


A from hence; and, after ſome days travel 


\ thraugh the deſert, thou wilt meet 
with an ancient ſhepherd; diligently. - 
* watching his: flock; he will inſtmiét. 

Land how to find 3 the noble e 4 
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lively image oſ chat love, by whichGodcompr 


clear oper 
_ byawhietivis plain; that we cannot love God tilt 


theo 
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called Tax Lovz * os GOD who, being 
ill treated by the world. is retired from 


* it, to an impfen ſecurity, where 


- "he enjoys the happy egy of th a * 


#* 44 1 
. 
J. 4 . . ITT i 
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3 1 8 
be ciel Alten Sales agile "as "th 
promdte” a zealous 7 5 and delire 1 — the 
vr or Cob in 2 —. el 


calculated for ſuch a0 ar an dere; 
and if we conſider ri ai de the pious men e 


author, ſuch ought more 2 to havę the 
Love. or Gb in view; when the prepare for 
che . which Lev 18 only 1 
attain of religious yirtues: all ot 
moſt of which are 958 t FA in their pho a in'the 
cburſe of this dialogue. The Lovz or Goviis the 
ehends 
himſelf asgthe moſt abſolute and ſupreme Good, 
end all, bis P to be partakers of it. The 
chief op of of, this Lovs or Gop are raifed by a 
rehenfiorr of his Excellency and goodneſs ; 


now hit : therefare, before we can be ſaid-to 
him, we uſt learn to know, him, by going 


A coutle 'of 1 duties. 
MIS 2: DDOOTHIIT VIIIIOSTTUNOI 26 NIE 


He Goole: Seeber. the: great ned 
pages e Cal y can and doth 
de 57 ons loye of al Nh wager 9 


hou 
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| el attendants. a Fro bin thou 


wilt 1 receive inſtructions ow to order 


| 19 5 for t the attaining to that part 


of the paſtoral care thon' fo much 
ö affecteſt. 


The celeſtial envoy, having delivered 
her meſſage, diſappeared; and Dysipr- 
2195, waking ina holy rapture, - Shout 
heſitation tabes the divine hint; and 


D2 es for his journey. 124 107 1 . ; 
} $0 Jan 0 23 ORE 


— 4 N 141702 244 di f. 
wat aved ot viler = 7 „te. 
He bad ndl travelled, 8 days. ere 
16 came to a meadow, 4— 4 with all 
the pleafant furniture of nature. Here 
he purpoſed to. reſt his weary limbs; 
but, at the entrance, was accoſted by a 
venerable old man, in the habit of a 
ſhe erd. This was a joyful confirmation 
of the viſion our i had lately ſeen; 
who, — 32 Fatigue; pr — 
Reps a proache and paid - the 'Yeſh 
a0 is tis odfy” eng, Which 5 
man as courteouſly Nn and now 
concluding that the Lor or Gos re- 
fiderice was not far from” hence, he im- 


29288 — 


patiently defires the Thepherd to direct 


him Geer. 


— — —— — —— 
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The good old man, gently reprehending 
his forwardneſs, told him, That though 
the way to the Love or Gop's palace 
was not long, yet it was difficult; and if 
he miſtook the right path, he might 
Wn ne in an endleſs ieh r N 
9 Dubai preflingl y rep peated binde 
0 aqizald; to which the ſhepherd gravely 
thus replied. :— Wiſdom, young man, is 
ſeldom found, but in hoary heads, and 
-anderſtanding is matured by: length of 
time. The judgment of thy haſty youth 
muſt be ripened, into perfection by age, 
and a long ſucceſſion of experience make 
thee wile, Obſerve me well; for I am 
by. heaven appointed an emblem of the 
„ holy, Employment thou doſt ſo much 
u evarense: fee my crook, {crip, box, and 
' ther _ of my equipment; theſe are 
040 th eat types of the watchful 
Ae Tgquired. of thoſe who undertake the 
: great charge of ſeeding-the flock of their 
Lord and Maſter. I commend thy zeal 
5 7 lt the Tor ot Gov, in an age of thriving 
„ 12niquity;: and, for thy encouragement. 
know. that though he hath for à time 
withdrawn from the public ſtage of the 
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ng world, where he hath been diſrefpectfully 
gh treated; yet, when men grow fenfible 
ce ; of their folly, he will return, and appear 
if more illuſtrious than ever. In the mean 
ht time do thou perfilt in thy reſolution; 

ir. and to let thee ſee: that nothing ſhall * 


wanting on my part, this be whom TI 
have carefully educated; and whoſe hame | 
is GO WIL, ſhall be thy guide thro 


] 10 neighbouring deſert, 2 conduct 

1d thee to the ſeat of a pious matron; named 

of Po rae Tm dwells: in — ONTO | 

th 00 *. | Ted 79H 

Ee, © WS 119) n ; 
ke IT 90157 . | 
m 113 - buy ar nn | 

1e 3:14 F This, in a great * is: the, erk ſtep 

h towards obtaining the Love or Gov, and, indeed, 

: a very eſſential one; for who can be faid'to have 

id n right thought. of the Love or Gop,*that*dath 

re not wiſh well 4 his neighbour ? This duty a 

al Coop Wir... therefore, is very properly 

N | IP the firſt ſtep to the 1350865 Gov, uſe 

ad it Is an e and. Suren ol the * 

41 by a Chriſtian's heart. © | 10-* 

a q 

18 +; — "well infruded-; in 1 * of © cur own 

˖ = en and God's excellency, we are more 

K. 0 © Capable of arriving at the Love of Gov. | For 

1E :1!though Goon Wir ris the brit ſtep in our progrels 


1e 41 [towards it; yet HumiLiTy, ought, to have the 


14 DESIDERTUS K 
Lovx or GD p palace "ai ad gf vie 
inſtruRions'it' wil be Uk 
to find ce 4 90 0) uc n OUW ,97 58 


80% 976 VIS ol 19. .5 1 


Dusrörurbs was ily y plete with with 
I 


e 
that it took off be 
or 


the fatigue of the” walk. * Y 
time fpent in <crofſing a Wide and in. 
hoſpitable deſert, om the” Lord's Da 
thiey came ints 2 pleafatit valley, Mute 
between two craggy, harten hills, in the 
midſt of which ſtood Foutrrys "Houſe." 
No ſtately turrets adorned, its lowly 
roof; but the whole , fabric Kent 10 
be adapted for convenience,” more than! 
grandeur. ” ith { 99s AP 203 40 N 
-DEVOT its AUG (OH, #4 1 

T be giudte. Having Thewnh Mattei 
the houſe, —— bin that it was the 
reſidence of d gave him 
the following necellary cautions: 


gd 
=; 


ſy ,* 


W 
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en, you come — the houſe, you 
xd, ſeveral. perſons waiting at the 


W, 


WAI. 


gate, who pretend to be very defirqus of 


admittance, but in reality are cheats, 
and, watch: (ork for an oppoxtunityi to 


th ſo. t ey may, corrupt, the 
7 77 55 ' 1 The &, No knowing the 
= : ven, by moge but the 
good o 8 ry 175 70 49 


Feu Ta 


x6. vp - puta amen”. bur 
BY 1 $, 175% date e Abi 


4 > zit boni! 1116 
KEYS ves jibe Wall which 
ipcſed 3, ay __ built for 
e ſecurity” 0 00 p ace) that they loſt 
fight of 55 hoſe; but, walking round, 
the at laſt eſpied the entrance jorit, 
ef 262 be $61) nd If 21270008 JIA At 
TOES ; 3 


y « 
which 1 [37x ont TEE 


2 71 Oh 
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which: was ar low and narrow door, and 
abbut it ſeveratieumed- to wait for ads | 
mittance.: «theſe there was one 
romarkable — the. reſt;zwho appeared 
like a damſel of an honeſt coumenance, 
but was very fantaſtic in her habit. Dx. 
stokkius, feeing her make to the _ 


ſtood at une to obſerve her. 
Lee ennie „2. £4 Vat 
36 She . and: called wih great 
impatienee. Av laſtut opening 
little. wicket, deinanded the wor inſtead 
df which the gave him her name, which 


was Vain Gronr.“ The porter no ſooner 


e. 4, ation: 2 TR . 


— „ —— 


— — 


— 


„ wg he LN | 2 . el - 4 
' Groxy, ira xk e or. thirſt a 
the 2 of ED is er: to that | af 
Aan; which teaches us not only to have a 
2 nien of ov Ce it de de content that 
A Ne opinion of us. Vaiy 
eite to Hungry, Sa SHEA 


RE e 
Een ye believe, 


jy, OY 


LS 


_Fecerve 


rt, 


* faid bs have ay Nate of de Love or Got 
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heard it, tha he aduifed her to be gone. 
Go (fai he) to luxurious courts and 


wealthy cities; bn Aunt for taudrz 
pride and $ greatmeſs? no fi 
unprofitable g Are admitted within 


1 baths thus pull ed, with 
—— retired, which 
— an — nity 7— = 


— —— IS 
whole name was TheF rat Ge Gon; 


WW ® 22 
— 22 2 — 


PEER Cats ans a Ho- 
daLITY is ſo abfolutely neceifary, as, on the con- 
9 8 Vue: Denn r * enemy. 
* Fra or God. That i for forks 1 OT 
„ 8 a 
Thus we are told i W 5 Ia Teſtament, that The 
ar of the Lord Js wo! am eu at 
nencioan be. Laich ty d Kerr God; arhat 
aberaby-yrithbicld from fin. Id karg n 
the contueratian- of Gu: Riege 19. 


fear G, iat RG vet er him; and none an | 
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* his, ne 25 to whom Dan da 
recounted t e 'occaſion of his trave d 
that the old ſhepherd. hi Mg aed _ 
there, to find. out 922 | 


The porter, Locking 01 bs new. Za | 
with à pleafi ing concer! on 


to hear him eriquire ſo \ A ARR 


the noble Prince, the Lovk or Gov, 
E. e were ute of tat) told him, he 


375. 29971 eden 33ulotde6 


; $195) [OLI M.. Vd © * 07 of amor 
parts "of HunuLiTy:: and indeed, hout this F 
or God, we. cannot ſerve him, 7 4 ii. 15 
we cannot be his faints, (Ps Alx xxxiv. 9. 
cannot arrive at the beginning of: wiſdom, (babe. 
ix. 10.) But to inclint us the more te tis duty 
of fearing God, let us conſider, that all, the 
threatenings of wrath againſt lingers, which we 
find in the holy res, ate only intended to 
work this fear in our hearts; al which our Saviour 
preſſingly —— in | theſe words: 4 h him, 
„ho is able to deſtroy bath foul an in 
„ bell. Mir 7 75 5 ; k dls 4 
>. 00 210 1704 Tos F I} YU AAS] 


3 hs Los on — and 
op, 18 that ne 
2300 clot KF: * without the aher, for none can | 


love" Hime: bat H. not fear kim. We lde him; 
in reſpec tos hi encelleney and goodneſs; and we 
teas hip, in e Off re Mee 


. > BRO 


DESFDERTUS, de. rg 
en the Ti gut wit to. find out 
Ha fe 4 


Wanted, 125 that without the 
rds Atreckion, he could never have 
d' there. But, willing to try him 
oroughl: ghly,, he alked him, Why he was 
ſo edper in His purſuit of the Nerz OF, 
Gov: 700 whit tegen he had with bim; ? 


AQ 10 40 


„itib wis Mo e084" with a" fi =% — 


Abſolute neceſſity urges me to it; t; for, 
without- the” TWS G05. "it is 1m- 


poſſible to be happy. My requeſt, there- 
fore, is tö E admitted into his 8 
that from: Him I. foo jean thoſe precepts 


and rules, which alone can regulate t 
tomiduct of my life. | Beſides; Tam well 


informed that His generous bounty makes 
his ſervice the .moſt ae and: 
On: condition in the would 


TO¹ at i thi ned beben * 


Fzax or Gop,) the Love or Gop is 


ſerver" He Help Piel by Tet | canſt 
ſerve. He lately paſſed by hete itr his 
retreat from thé world; and though he 
be not perſonally with us at preſent, yet 


our governeſs rules 2 
dictates, atid to which all within theſe 


- e "11, — 
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| ſacred walls pay the ſtricteſt obedience. 
| Wait here 2 little, (for you muſt not 
11 advance a ſtep without leave) whilſt I 
1 go and call a virgin, who will tell 1 
| Wee find him. on g 1 

| 

| 

| 


/ 1441 ov 


He ſoan, returned,. _ math. hien 2 
| virgin “ of a moſt. agreeable form and 
| modeſt. deportment; who, with gent 
| | ability, ſaluted; Dxs:pzaavs, and bade 

welcome tq Hunurr's habitation. 
As they. were abqut ta; enter into the 
ile, they heard a great knocking at 
[ll the oor; and the porter, going to ſee 

_ whoit informed 
the virgin it was Va GLozy, Dzs:- 
bxxius aſked. the meaning of her im- 

ity, ſince ſhe had but a little be- 
tore been refuſed admittance. To whom 
the virgin replied,-—She is continually 
watching about the gate, in. hopes — 
take advantage of our s neglect; 
but His vi per has hitherto 9 prevented 
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i This virgin bebe eee 
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why you ſhould refliſe her; for her words, 
habit, and whole: Dune; AL her a 
mou dee, 8 | 

It is a, m brodies Bed the 
virgin) you do yh know (rei for the 
is che moſt dahgeroiy” enemy we can 
have: her demure looks, and ſeeming 
modeſty, too often bett the uttwary 
into tlie greateſt miſchief. I will- give 
you ſome account of her family, and 
then you may form à better judgment 
of her. Her um is called Serre Loe 
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. is! an immoderate love of our 
own worldly : interbits and advantages, which is 
the root of all; injuſtice, and uncharitableneſs to 
others. This fin of $81.1-Lovs.. was fo odieus in 
the opinion of St. Paur, that he ſets it at the head 
of a whole troop of firis (2 TIN. ili. 2.) as if it 
were ſome principal officer in the devils army; 
and certainly not withouz reaſon: ſot. it carries 
with it a train of other fins, which ſweep away 
all cate of duty to others, contrary to the direction 
St. Paul gives, which is, not to pleaſe ourſelves, 


but, Every man e unde U. bes 
good to tion, (Row. xv. 2.) which he backs 


with the example of Chriſt: + For even Chyiſt 
* pleaſed: not himſelf. Vern g. 


. 
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and her mother, Sr Hr-Cobcnrr.“ Theſe, 


55 their daughter. are the moſt 

nicious enemies we haves and not on = 

dur governeſs. (Hurry): but the no 

Prince hi himſelf (the Lovæ or Gop) have, 

ES ad experience, found the miſchievous 
LORY,, 


2 of their malice. As or Var 

ſhe is of a moſt voracious nature; 
21. a betore Os _ or Gob was our 
1 


ſo —ů that we oh ſcarce enou h 
leſt to ſuſtain us. Beſides, the-1 is ſo ſubtlt 
and ſo changeable in her dreſs, that it 
is no eaſy. matter n een P 
Dirt) mea .y WW ; i (TEK SY its 
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Hie !. "3 branch of Yai, — 
IN and; is 1 
net 1 Th ant ee Pains; 
think highly et Sürfelves, that we 15 
more excellent than others. If we would put St. 


2 — — in oradtice, * Eſteem others 
l ourlelves,” (FHIL. 1. 3.) we ſhould 
— 2 or deſpiſe the gifts and excel- 


lencies ok gur heighbours, nor 1 x 


Nr . 
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obliges us to uſe the greater care and 
circumſpection: and When at any time 
ſhe bas got in. none but our Holy matron 
— have been able to drive her 
qut; at the ſight of whom ſhe always 
betook herſelf: to her heels. Bat, ever 
ſince we entertained the FEAR or Gov, 
as our porter, we- live more ſecure and 
quiet: for he is as auſtere as watchful; 

and whenever die ſees her lurking about! 
the houſe. he immediately ſends' her 
away." For this reaſon e no. 5 


conſtantly ſhot. wil 5% _ 0 12 
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fieiently a acquainted with" the” ER 10 
aſt her name, and by What means ſhe 
8 admittance. My name (faid 
ſhe) is DISREGARD; or. L never concern 
myſelf in needleſs 5 things: and in reſpect 
to my admittance, it was by | the conduct 
of two noble virgins, the one. named 
ConTewer or THe.) oxL.0,F andthe other 
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Tbe . b World and See 
being dangerous enemies to Humility, W. unt . 
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Ssrr-Contewer,. who introduced me to 
the pious. matron; who, at their requeſt. 
and for the fake of the Lovx or Go, in 
purfuit of whom I came Waben 
ever inte entertained ma 


SET 
JETTA FT 
— 


— was 88 18 
—— Lena. and aſked 
her, when he was there. Te which 
the anfwered, That indeed he often 
viſited them: but more of late, ſince he 
W theworld,”* Aut, 


Then, in to know of het family 
"Onda — lors; ſhe told him, that 
they were well deſcended; their father's 
name was KnowLEDGE, a man in great 
eſteem with his Prince; and their grand- 
fathers, Covsinxkr rom, famous for his 


« 'diveſt-ourſelves of botks, 'before-we can * 
er; uemuſt, as we are inſtructed in the catechiſin 
0 our baptiſm, - Renounce the pomps and vanities 
of the-worht, and all the ſinful luſts uf the fleſn: 
Aud then we ſhall be qualified for the conwerſation 
4 uu. rr. & 5 
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e and conduct. and married to a 
bo whoſe name was PRUDENCE. Wd 


AG] 4 
Das ER ius was very well pleaſed with 
theſe relations; bur ſtill his mind was fo 
taken up with the thoughts of his journey 
+ the reſidence of the Lovz or Gov, 

kat be could not forbear enquiring how 
de went attended. To ne Ars rm rephed, 
that he had no other than a yall. 
"whoſe name was The Lovx or ous NEIOII- 
0.“ Then, aſking which way they 
went, the told him, the could inform 
him; but (faid the) let us go in, and I 
will conduct you to thoſe, whoſe. peculiar 
birhneſs it is, and who can put you in a 
more fore een than N MR. 


| Mey Teeny abut 20 d 
houſe, the virgin efpied DEsIDpERIUs's 


Tus Lovz or oun NetwnBous is here WN 
properly annexed- to the Lovs or Gg for 

dan be: ſaid to love God, whom e a 
5 xr ek bis — 2 W de fer 
* - 
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guide, and aſked who: he: was? His 
kane (ſaid he), is Gogp, WIII, & and 
add Bech me for a guide by: the good 
epherd, to direct me.hither;,He-is 

ks great uſe. indeed (replied the virgin) 
provided you know how to keep him, 
= mage ad uredy that ſo long a8 he re- 
mains with you, no harm will happen 
to vou, and he wall conduct. you in he 
rigl 9 452 L 20 i z Rug . pig 185 DIC 


10 


"Bit D n eſta for more 


immediate directions to the Lova or 
God, the told him, he would find a 
ſulfictent trial of his ſtrength and patience 

in his journey; for. though it was but 
ſeven 7 travel thither; yet it vas thro 
an inhoſpitable deſert, and beſet with 
all the ditficulties imaginable. However 
{aid ſhe). if vou will be ruled, you 
f al. want -for no advice. Dxsroxnrvs 
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* „Tb chens the pecdiity of keeping e 

Naur, the firſt ſtep to Humm iry and t Love or 

Gon, for our. conſtant red! l es ae 
we': raunct arrive! at Ether; uin ; 
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iſe& obediefice; and thũs he pro- 


teeded . Upon the verge of this deſert 
there are eight Houſes,” of which this of 
the” holy” Huswirr “ is 5 the firſt; the 
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a qq Ilir reed 07 Aide 
„ Theſe ei ahr böses ft © 80 many Kaze 

through which we muſt paſs to the Love: or Gop; 
in each of N. wo” learn the ſeveral duties de- 
ant As in that of HUMILITY, in 
| 13 we learn fubmiſſion and obedience 

ta his will oy adore his excellency, and honour him 
278 Ways, i his houſe, poſſeſſions, day, word, 
Jacraments. In other reſpects, we. learn to 


43 d unk mearlly of ourſelyes, and well of others; not 


to decline any good office, though ever ſo mean, 
but ti fattow. ol Maſter's example in all acts of 
tenderneſs and humanity. In that of Jusricx, 
we learn not only! the negative duties of not in- 
juring or abuſing others, but the poſitive duties- 
of doing right to all. In the third, we learn the 
diſcretional part of preſerving our innocence by 
all juſtifiable, conſcientious means. In the fourth, 

we learn the courage of the Chriſtian Hero, who, 
through patience, "perfeverinee=ant—entire de- 
pendance on God, finiſheth his courſe. In the 
fifth, we learn Trurxnauck, in eating, drinking, 
ſleeping, recreation, and appatel. In that of 
Fairs, we not only learn to believe the eſſence / 
and attributes of God, but his: word, (i. e.) be- 
lieving moſt firmly that all he ſaith is perfectly 


I HustzLrrr) 
. NF direct 7 tothe Lovz or Gov. 


. the fame goſpel 
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ſecond is Jusricz; the third, Pxupzxcx; 
the fourth, Fonrirupz; the fifth, TEM 


- PERANCE; the ſixth, Fair; the ſeventh, 


Horz; the eighth, Cuankirr: the laſt of 
which is the moſt conſtant reſidence of 


the Love or Gov, though at other times 
be vifits the reſt. But, before you 
proceed to any of the ſeven, you muſt 


make ſome ſtay in this place, that you 

may underſtand the inſtitutes of our 
iouſe, and receive from our governeſs 
ſuch inſtructions as will cer- 


hes was now bin the * 


i arid, obſerving the meanneſs of the fabric, | N 


true. In that | of Hort, we have a comfortable 


| expectation of the good things God bas promilſed, 


In that of CAR Try, we learn the goſpel-duty ſo 
often enjoined by our Saviour, in the New Com- 
MANDMENT-(aanbe-himnkelf calls it) That ye love 
© one another, (Joy xiii. 34.) and which is in 
twice repeated, ch. xv. 12, 17. 


_ -Fhe branches of lich dsp. either in reſpect of 


the affedtions ur uciomm, extend to che ne bodies 


"_ and credit of mankind, 
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aſked Why the LovE of Gop: choſe to 
make his reſidence more frequent here, 
than in any of the other houſes? She 
told him, becauſe this was the firſt built, 
and that all the reſt were ſubject to it: 
but his greateſt reaſon was, his fondneſs 
and love to the governeſs was ſo great. 

"that he even TAL to de called 

ben Jon.” Deg 2 


9 This ation; raif ing the zeal of 
ans: the higher, he importuned 
the virgin to introduce him to the go- 
verneſs; to which ſhe readily conſented, 

and lead him through ſeveral apartments, 
- wttich- could not boaſt of ſplendid fur- 
niture or luxurious wealth; but humble 
neatneſs and decent poverty appeared 
in every room. Coming to the oratory, 
ſhe told him, he muſt prepare himſelf 
by prayer * for the interview which he 
| o —_ defired. 


I This. is 3 part of = ſes duty of worthip 
which we owe to God, and wherein we acknowledge 
his Godhead. Beſides which, we gun our dependance 
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After which, ſhe conducted him to 
the apartment of HomtLaTy, who; without 
affectation or ſtate, ſat in a plain chair, 
with a book of devotion in her hand. 
Her aſpect was reverend and ſerene, and 
a meekneſs preſided in her looks, which 
rendered her preſence more inviting 
than awful. . Seeing her daughter in- 
_ a ſtranger, ſhe aroſe from her 

Nair ; and, th, an e Dee ; 
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on Fa 5 rapplicating his Divine Majeſty, in all 
our wants and diſtreſſes, for help and redreſs; and 
without 5 performance of this duty, we cannot 

expect a leſfing, This being then of ſo great im- 
peice in all our undertakings, eſpecially. .in | 
thoſe relating to our ſouls, we are to addreſs our- 
ſelves to Gad: in prayer. Secondly, by ' petition, 
which is, - begging of God whatſoever we. want, 
ther for e our ſou or e Thirdly, by inter- 
ce Fa l is,” praying. for others. And laſtly, 
byzthakſeiving, that is; the praifing and bleſſing : 
God forall his mercies; whether to our own perſons : 
and thofe that immediately relate to us, or to the 
church and; nation. of. ;Which, we are members; or 
yet, more general, to all f jankind. Thus, by the * 
2 prayer; hf male ca pable of obtaining 4 
ard nnercies we aſk for, 2 peed We. 75 
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faluted hike! and, ackiling! mire to bt, ſhe 
thus interrogated bim:—What motive, 
my ſon, hath induced yo to viſit this 
Miba of Poverty a and neßlect? at 
mes replied, It is holy ain, 
mon reverend matron, which invites. 
me hither: for, being informed that 
the Love or Gob cannot be found. 
without your pious inſtructions, 1 come 
with an ardent deſire to live under your 
government. and in obedience to your 


will, until I am _— "F. as direc- 


tions, of. ranging him. a wt; tA 


* apf prove your refobation 0580 Hur 
 MiLITY;): but conſider well what vt 
undertake, leſt your nurious condition 
rouze . up carnal relu udtance, and make 
you deſirous of returning to wordly pomp 
and plenty. Your ' innocence aeg. 
Dxstöxkiüs) is more inviting. than your 
poverty is deterring; and both po 
that your religious ' fortitude ' is; hy 
awicerh 25 you dare neceſſi ty, with. all its... 
ungry attendants, which mortal courage 
cannot face. It is an exerciſe (fays 
HumiLiTy) "which muſt qualify us s fer 
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the immortal end, at which we aim. 
Poverty is indeed our upbraided crime, 
by thoſe who believe not future rewards; _ 
but thoſe who do, are aſſured there was 
a time when the great Comptroller of 
Fate condeſcended to become man; that 
he lived in a vile and low condition, 
and ſubmitted to the meaneſt offices 
of human nature; which certainly. he, 
who had the fpacious univerſe at his 
command, would not Have: E. it 
n were 2 vice. 2 


I am entixely convinced (replied D- 
SIDERIVS) and beg your prayers and 
aſſiſtance, that I may perſevere in this 
und. other religious duties. - You have 
them both (faid the courteons <p 
and fince you defire to ſtay with us 
recommend you to the damfel that in- 
troduced you: it is her buſineſs to take 
care of ſtrangers; that they be inſtructed 
in the methods and cuſtoms of the family; 
and if you ſubmit to our diſcipline, you 
will be the better able to perſevere in 
all other religions duties. Demers 
told her, he Was all obedience, and that 
nothing ſhould make him diſoblige her. 


DESIDERIUS, de. 3 


Then, addrefling himſelf to her in a 
her to give him ſome account of herſeff 
and family; and the ſtate of the godly 
ſodlety over which ſhe prefided, that 
he might be able to give a ſatisfactory 
anſwer to any queſtion which might be 
aſked him, "when he fhould leave the 
place, -Homntivy readily complied, an 
thus began: | 


name is Hurt rr, my father's SvLe- 
Conteler,®the ſon of SzLy-KnowLebet, 
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y this genealogy of — the 
ſeveral ſteps | or: degrees by which we ative . 
at it. firſt & SzLr-Contemer ; which virtue 
we cannot be faid to practiſe, till we are perfeQly 
ſenſable oſ our own eis; the of which 
00 805 2 advance — much as the KxowLEpget 
or God, eſpecially, when we conſider his excel- 
lency and obt unworthineſs and ae een 
The birthplace of Hentft ry änteſtots Mill fug- 
v our owrt thearmeſs 


geſts to us further thouglit 
to ſtir up in us Stif-. CotHEUr, in otdet to | 
us humble. The cbnſſderation of © what we were," 


thews ye ere nothing 3 Creator, 
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by his wife, the Korper or Gob: 
my r was born in à eity. 
called T he-C ua Hm rt 
Tan, and what I. ſiall de; my. grandmother 
in another city, called T he 

of the Lore of Gad. The firſt of ' theſe 
cities was built by the great Architect 
A the world, 7 is the moſt elegant 
and- commodious Rrudture an it. 


olg. 


* (aid n is it t ronbſtent 
with the Divine Majeſty: to condeſeend 
ſo low as to meddle with the dirty 


materials of the earth? It is plain (re- 


plied Huxirrrr) from the beauty of the 
whole building, that it was the con- 
trivance of the Divine Mind, and in- 
imitable by any mortal hand. Nor need 
it appear ſo wonderful, that the Majeſty 


- . 
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Hot & eule, nothing, reduced us to a being. 
The thought of what we are, tells at once, that 
De ure Par: duſt and aſhes; and the thaugbt of 
705 we ſhall, be, that we cannot be happy, but 
the grace and aſhſtance of that Power Who 
ty. the us, .and' which f is never Wann to de 
ae dend . 4911 DOT 2 
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of Heaven ſhould condeſcend to buſy 
himſelf in building a place of ſecurity 
bort hat part of the creation, Man, whom 
he formed out of the moſt dirty part of 
ie The latter he hath refined with the 
breath of life, and the city which he built 
he hath bleſſed with his providential 
care The only motive to theſe things 
was his immenſe goodneſs, which is 
always employed to our advantge: in 
retimn for which we are obliged to 
pay eternal horior ànd praiſe. And to 
advance out grateful acknowledgment of 
theſe bleſſings, and ſhew the mightineſs 
-of His power, he hath; out of the vileſt 
materials (earth and clay) raiſed: the 
moſt glorious ſtructures; that from the 
elegance of his work, compared with 
the meanneſs of the matter; he might, 

in a greater degree, engage our love 
and gratitude. . 


So gracious a Lord, ſo good a Bene- 
factor. (cried Dsswzzws) cannot be fuf- 
beiently admired. But, is there no 
danger of affectation or vain glory in 
this tribute of praiſe? He who made 

al things (replied Howirxrrr) can fear 


. DOES We a re OOO 
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nothing; and as he is perfection liſelf. 
the honor we pay is not a vanity in him, 
hut his Piaf fd. and of right belongeth 
to him: and how. great ſoever the honor 
we pay him may be, yet, if we conſider 
it as gur duty, and, at the ſame time, 
rellect on his dmnipotente and immenſe 
1 muſt own that we fall 
ort in. our gcknowledgment. Beſides, 
be wall be. 1 oft on 
vain g Ory, ut juice; O 
every one ſhould” have his due; and 
that honor, praiſe, and glory, being his 


property, he experts them from uss 


which in any other would be vain 

ith and in detracting from. and 

1 e that which is the property and 

the great God of heaven and 

— —— em 
arrogance ang Neſumption. gibfin iht. 


| "Hens, "> ain hay Kopped, to give Ds: 
$49R8TUS an opportunity to animadvert 
o what ſhe had ſaid a — had he paid 
the proper attention which. was juſtly 
due tothe ſacred leQures delivered: by 
ber, his chaſte.foul would not ſo ſoon haye 
been invaded by that rebel to reaſon, 


Aer "or, "being more affected with 
its of government, than 
checivies, he thus broke ſilence: Since 
yen hade been pleaſed, holy mother, 
to give me a complete account of yourſelf 
and family, I hope you will favor me 
wich the rules of your houſe, that, when 
it all ſo fall out, I may be qualified for 
— — ; 5 the pleaſure of 


ed! 4 1 ene Gickled 
doum the cheeks of HowtLiry; and D- 
orktus demanding the cauſèe of her 
fudden grief, the anſwered. It is you 
that force theſe tears from my eyes; for 
under an external ſhew of humility, lurk 
baſe hypocriſy and deſign; and, not- 
withſtanding your ſeeming piety and de- 
votion, you are far from poſſeſſing either. 
In vain have you converſed with me, 
fince-you entertain thoughts and defires 
averſe to God his beloved Jeſus, 
who, in the whole courfe of his life 
here on earth, never affected dominion ; 
but,” inſtead of being ferred, fubmitted 
0 che vile condition of being a Servant. 
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How calamitous is the caſe of thoſe who 
affect the government of others, and, at 
the ſame time, are not maſters of them- 
ſel ves! Wretched at the beſt is any ſtate 
of government, being oonſtantly at- 
tended with care, anxiety, and fatigue; 
and, if not duly adminiſtered, exchanged 
for eternal ignuminy and difgtace: nay, 


after the moſt exact deportment of go- 


vernors, what rewards do they meet 
with, for all their care and ſolicitude, 
but murmurring, diſcontent, and hatred? 
This you will fee verified in fact, if you 
tarry amongſt us; and, when you come 
to be ſenſible by what methods I obtained 
the preſidency in this place, you will 
'not MW" 6 red of I: BA YET 


| When feſt 1 came hither: I pltpoſed 


to enliſt myſelf in the condition of the 
meaneſt fervant and attendant of the 
family, and begged the affiſtance of the 


Divine Grace, to ſtren gthen me in this 
* My prayers were heard; 


and, I may 2 T ily joined in 
4 rey — with this- holy 


virtue, Whieh has Rlways continued to 
mie a'conftant, faithful ſpouſe and com- 
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fort; by which means: I arrived to the 
ſituation in which you now ſee me, tho 

Lantetdavght. or deſired it. 
ois vus ai Md 95) ts bai torts 

. this; time 3138 9 to 
ceive his miſtake; and, addreſſing 
:mſelf, to Hunntityy with a moſt pro- 
found reſpect and penitence, begged her 
to forgive thoſe ambitious deſires, which 
he, inadvertently had expreſſed. I have 
often (continued he) turned my eyes 
inward upon myſelf, ſearched the- moſt 
ſecret receſſes of my mind, and driven 
the vain thoughts of wordly folly from 
thence; but, to my ſhame and ſorrow, 
I find they invade: — unguarded ſoul. 
Pray heaven, forgive this raſi error, and 
guard me from thoſe black encroachments 
of ef. and Jamleds ambition, Tit 


— ring: Degwunrys: thus 
affliged, with: an engaging tenderneſs 
replied.— Kind heaven, my ſon, wilo 
knoweth our weak and imperfect nature, 
is atoned by penitence and prayer. But 
beware of — it is the immodeſty 
af the mind, and an unreaſonable exceſs 
of hope. Curb it in its early growth, 


40 DE — Lee. 


or it will ſoon prove too mighty for thee; 
mould it once get poſſeſſion of thy ſoul, 
it will prove an inſatiable dropſy, and 
increaſe, "ow more 2 _ * to 


mn it. 


I thank. you; * Aae (replied 
Dgsrvenus) for your kind reproof, and 
comfortable caution: you have rouzed 
my foul from a ſinful lethargy, which 
would in the end have proved fatal. 1 
ſtand corrected; for I 'plainly' ſee that 
the only way to be great, is firſt to be 
good; and that Jonny is * true 
er ol — 


iiVour are in the right (ald en 
Fa yet, without a Sarg guard. 

will inſinuate itſelf, and humility will | 
prove but its maſk. For he that humbleth 
himſelf, with deſign to be exalted, is 
the proudeſt of mortals: and he that 
humbleth himſelf with the greateſt ſin- 
cerity, cannot exalt himſelf, but muſt 
be exalted of others. Pride and true 
humility are really inconſiſtent, and at 
continual variance: for though the proud 
man, to gain his end, puts on the ſhape 


— e 1 . - and, 
purpaſe.i pride, and when he has. .obs 
— the maſk of humility is caſt 


off, aid Pride appears with. hen gandy 
train of vices. As humility and--pride- 
are entirely inconſiſtent, ſo the — 
. ud man aſſumes. 
potoreally ſo in itſelf n for it is the 
— humility, which conſummates 
thera, and: pe cds the intent of the 
dumhie man, in, debaſing himſelf, to 
5 —— more acceptable to bis 
rn of; ane I 
903 2:1; er 
Here again — pauſed awhile; 
to give Dxstoxkius opportunity to digeſt 
her ſacred admonition; whoallthe while 
paid a deep attention, and, in, joyful 
G pectation of further inſtruction, deſired 
ber to proceed. Hum; accurding to 
her uſual condeſcenſion, readily: com- 
re went en :- — . 
2 . Liu {KOH 
My ar ſpouſe; whom Sdately: whies- 
vo (for: ſo:1 muſt always call that 
boly--virtue..RzsoLutTION): baths always 
Wb mah e Aer in 
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. n : n £195 64” a of 87 


42 DESIDERIUS; - A 


defending me from certuin 1 


dangerous neighbouys. 

R1vs: ante d her — ſtily, and faid, 
My guide, the virgin; (Dusn ron) told 
me, upon my firſt admiſſion here, of 
feven good neighbours: Her! bifinefs 
(replied. Homes). would not give her 
teifute to tell you ally and thereforerthe 
introduced. you to me, to: dnſtruct you in 
the reſt. | Vou muſt know then that 
tho e are bleſſed with the cunvorſat ion 
of theſe ſeven good neighbours, yet, 
from the other ſide of the defert, we are 
often infeſted with others of a different 
nature and complex The firſt- of 
theſe families is that of PRrbg, * the 


wv Gd 
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Tbe greatneſs of this fin Spee he the 
puniſhment of thoſe who were firſt guilty of it, no 
lefs than the loſs of heaven. And as it was the 
firſt and greateſt fan, ſo it is the moſt prolific and 
dangerous, as it draws us to other fins, wherein it 
ſhews: itſelf to be direct che contrary to humility 
for as that is the foot of all virtue, ſo is this of 
vire. The proud man ſets himſelf up as bis own 
god, and will ſubmit to nothing but what be 
dictates to himſelf. The ungodly (ſays the pſalmiſt) 


e v , , =» YC wy F ww ws 
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mother i it, who bath two deputies, 


one called the Lusr or rug Fre; the 


other the Lusr or ThE rx ;* both of 
whom are daughters of the lewd and 
mfameus creature called Nrerrorvcr, “* 
who is ſometimes ſo weak and feeble, 
chwugh lavineſs, that we can with eaſe 
keep». erat à diſtance;” but at other 
times, when the has been indulged and 
well kept, we ave hardly able to reſiſt 
her. But the more immediate attendants 
on Pan are een ANGER TS mtrolr 
376 9W: „ 
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oe 
* 


* s.ſo proud, that he careth not for God, Pat 
3 f. 'Whence it is plain, pride makes him deſpiſe 
God; ant; when av man is onee-come to that, he 


is prepared for the commiſſion of all fins. 
This may, with the greateſt \propriety, 1 ä 


called: the parent of luſt, as it renders us moſt : 


bable;to: — of any vice whatever; the 
devil having more power over the lazy than others, 
| to the old adage, The devil tempts 
8 but the ande tempt dle devil. 
BY ot Nothing ao 
this is an immediate deſcendant from PxIbE, which 
the--wile man (Fav. xi. 24.) deſcribes as the 
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Stor, and Exvr gf which are generally 
accompanied Ar n une and 
Rasn Juponenr. | 


"Fe ; 4 9 9 0 4 2 * * 4 * 
3 yo £33.11 * 3 588 EW : v 11 11181 
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rt; calling; it. ©. pro + which is 
generally. the origm of + ſtrife. and contention, 
and both. are, in fact, the natural effects of pride; 
for he Who thinks highly of himſelf, expects much 
obſervance from others, and therefore will rage 
and quarrel whenever cer that e it not 
tuftgently Paid him. t239TW: inte 


'* This is a wretched img and indiſpe | 
to prayer and other religious duties, an — 
to proceed from pride; for the proud man cannot 
be ſuppoſed to pay a duty to him whom he deſpiſeth, 
eſpecially whilſt he * careth not for God. But let 
Tach confider,” that in this flothful-negle they waſte 
time, that precious talent, which was committed 
to them to improve; and they will too ſoon know 
What was the doom of the unprofitable ſervant: 
Caſt him into utter darkneſs. Mar. xxv. 30. 


This may be taken in two ſeparate lights. 
Tb/the" fr place, it may be underſtood ere, 
pining or ſorrow at the proſperity of another. 
dhe ſecond, it may be — as a — 
e from the excellencies of others; as when we en- 
deavbur to eclipſe the extraordinary gifts == en» 
; *downients of en wy CP Ends 


t This and Ren losen are not improper 


n 
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Theſe are our implacable enemies. 
who watch all opportunities of moleſting 
and betraying us: and notwithſtanding 
the height of our walls, ind the ſtrength 


of the place, they oſten creep in, and 
lurk about the houſe and garden: but I. 


with the help of my ſpouſe (Rx $0LUTION) 


drive them out. It hath frequently 
happened, before the Fzaz or Gop was 
our porter, when we have been buſy 


in driving out theſe invaders, that the 
wicked wretch (Vain Grorr) hath, thro 
neglect, ſlipped in, and plundered the 

en, 2 22 us in a famiſhing e con- 
dition. "= 


v9 * 


bun bos (ie baun do theſe | 


{ £ 4 
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linked together: for when we once become ſo cen- 
ſorious, as to think evil of any one, we are not; — 


n ncing judgment, and generally as il 
y grounded as our thoughts. This is very 


contrary: to that great duty. of. charity, which, 23 
- the; apoſtle ſays (1 Cox. xiji..g.) thinketh no evil. 


is not apt to entertain ill * oughts of others, but 
(ver, 7.) * believeth * things, p, hopeth all things,” 


(i. e.) for the better. T 
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enemies get admittancę, when the porter 
ſo diligently attends his charge! I bey 
are (xeplied ſhe) of a very volatie 
nate for, having wines, they can fly 
over our walk, eſpecially in dam naghts, | 
and ſurprize us ſe that awe are under 
the neceſſiy ſ keeping a conſtant watch, 
Why (eſked Drstbxius) ſhould theſe 
neighbours he ſo trouble ſome to; this 
family, which conſiſts of peace and in- 
nacence, and is offenſive to none 1 It is | 
not (replied Huαιiανν hr the alte af w 
that we are. thus inſeſted. but far the 
lake of the Love er Gon, who. mul aot ff 
allow them to inhabit any place wherein 
he reſides; and, indeed, it is impoſſible 
chat be and they Jhould. ever: live to- 
gether; for his end is the ſecurity and 
well being of all who have the honor 
to. ſerve him: but the whole end and 
purpoſe of theſe wicked neighbours is 
miſchief and deſtruction; for, havin 
ſecured. a fim intereſt in the world 


hopes of ſubduing us: though, alas! if 
they thould ſncceed, it would only add 
to their gullt, as they know not how to 
make a proper uſe, of the power they 
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obtained in the world, andy 


have already 
Rue giddy: phatons, ' would involve alt 
things in their own ruin. But, thanks 
tothe Divine Protection, we are ſecure; 


for Wherever the Love or Goy reſides, 
or is profeſſed, thofe es are not 
able te maintain their glound." 

od: biyoo0t! (20122 29. 
\Dr8vrnxtvs whs-ſo charmed With the 
confidence and dependance Humrirty 
hadlin the Lovr or God, that he could 
not forbear entreat ing her to diſcover = 
at means {he drove away thoſe ill 
fteighbours.” I muſt bones (replied 


e S&T G-. AFN 


ot | 


in  Howittry) it is neceſſary you ſhould 
le knows but, I fear; 'your refined nature 
Js not yet friſce ptible of them. What- 
d er 1 may * — (faid Dis10vz8vs) 


believe me, I am entirely devoted" to 
your will and judgment, and deſire 
nothing ſo much as to enter into the 
ſervice of the Lovz os Goo.” Tell me, 
therefore, I beſeech you, how to ex el 
theſe neighbours, who are his enemies, 
that, wherever I meet them, 1 may be 
armed againſt them. Sinte ybu afe ſe 
— auß impottunate (faid itie) T'will 
er * from you the fecrets 
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of my conduct, but inftru&y6u in 
exerciſes, which muſt qualify e his 
ſervice. and } is the only good. 4 


pr my firſt coming here, that holy 
virtue (ResozwwTION): /which: Ithave be- 
fore mentioned, whilſt; defpiſed the 
world, made me miſtreſs of it; : and; by 
frequent faſtings and caſtigations af my- 
ſelf; and a conſtant, ſpontaneous hu- 
tmiliatiori,* I: ſo advanced in ſpiritual 
ſtrength, that, having ſubdued myſelf, 
I made an eaſy conqueſt of the grand 
enemy of mankind, and was conſtituted 
governeſs of this place. The family, 
ſeeing I had no other end, in all my 
religious exereiſes, than the ſervice of 
the Lovr or Gon, joyfully acknowledged 
1 W and re en 


. oF A" 


in theſe 


: "a. „ " / * . 
5 „ E eee wh DO a brave vn 
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— TE 18 {fey ya 4 p, unfeigneck ſorrow 
For the danger we hive biought upon ourfelves by 
En, cbut ja tue ſenſe. — + Pe of our Jie 
— in ebay s (God, 
and making ſuch an unworthy and a ee n 
for his rich and tender . 
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eme. And thus, with the help of ny 

132 I govern thas PREP in ie: 
curity and Peace. Sn 


„ Demers was nom more ſenfible 
of his iniſtake in his former conduct, 
and, in à very abje& manner, threw 
himſelf at the feet of HumLity, and 
for his faults: For (con- 
tiritedoke)! T never,” until this bleſſed 
, was ſenſible of my own. 
mtural weakcieſs,” My raſh, mifguided 
2eal has hurriad me into many etrora; 
and, Rvithout your aſſiſtancè, I ſhall 
never be able * extricate myſelf. Be 
pleaſed therefore, holy mother, to ex- 
plain theſe divine. lectures, by ſome ex- 
tures and examples, or > | 
bitude will be * 
your pious inſtrudtions. 

Homfrr, with an OY 1 
raiſed him; and, finding this modeſty 
in him to be the happy eſlect of his con- 
verſation with her, promiſed to make 
Ne 


N ee ee 


ternal Ai 
natural. 
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Before .ywas: diſtinguiſhed. here by 
the title of Superior, I. was, pretty well 
acquainted with the * and con- 
dition of our dangerous neighbours; but 
better ſince : by vchich T am at all times 
ready to defend myſelf; and ee 
| ann cart, agony od do ani 
Lili & 2811 7 ti bn 2411201 1 Dir 
elt h. nk oncigightthattbe Lusr 
ob Tre FLESm,» one: of /PrIpz's: deputies, 
by the help of. her wings, got or the 
Wall, key — with / the. reſt of the 
family, thought to conceal herſelf: but 
the was, mW diſcovered, : by her ſize, 
nqt to belong to us. Hearing a noiſe, 
and the vccafion of it, and not confiditig 
zin my own ſtrength, I called my do- 
meſtics about me, and, imploring the 
\afliſtance of the Divine 1 1 _ my 
"wy „ Wr me. * 
2 nn ** clabt * mund on, 
the told mom, 557 was benighted in her 
way home, and had put in here for 
reffeſliment. ol told her,” the was more 
bout of herr Nν here than befare.; for 
her friend, IndvLaencs; never inhabited 
here. But (ſaid I) ſince you are here, 


DESIDERIVUS, * & 51 


aud require refreſhment, y ou ſhall, if 
ydu „partake of the — fare we 
eat ourfelvess 'but you muſt expect no 
dainties. She; with a feeming thank 
fultieſs, accepted: dur repaſt, „Kar ſoon 
ſthewed her diſlike of it, by eating very 
ſparingly. You fee our way of living 
ſaid I to her) and if you have a mind 
to chutinue amongſt us, you muſt ſquare 
your life according to our rules. For 
: Fam governefs here, yet Lenjoin 
nothing to any of- the family, which. I 
will: mot readily do myſelf. I am in 
elſect their ſervant, always contriving 
their good, and, by my on example, 
— them their duty. But if, at 
any? — 1 find ' HeTsMPERANCE-CTECP 
a amongſt us, I immediately call for 
the rules of the houfe, which are fairly 
written in a book, preſented to us by 
the Lovz or Gop, and def) igned to curb 
all irregularities: in us. They ar ex- 
| Allet lectures on ſobriety and: tem- 
erance, and worthy our. attention. 
m calling for the book, the Lusr or 
5 — taking advantage of the 
meſſenger s opening the door, imme- 
diately #led + away! bist) 208 3794 
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Dꝛxsiongzus expreſſed; his wilh to have 

a ſight of the book but Huyaee in- 
Pl] him that he, might read it at 
his leiſure. In the mean time (con- 
tinued the), I will, inſtruct yon in that 
part of it which relates to ahe: govern- 
ment, of our table., n dt hs 121 


* +0} id bot 

We are 15 joined, by. the the bag! ih or 

Gov, to eat e and though 
2 Am "diſtinguiſhed from the reſt; with 
the' note 0 pre lidency, . feed. more 
aringly than they; aA with. fear 
and Teverence, eating of that which i is 

ſet, 88875 Rog ae eave en 

in the tit. r 
wha ' 76 ee ck, - by ;eating 
all, Tſhould ngt appear to be Tatiafed: 
the better te to enforce this great and 
is ary \ virtue temperance and re- 
5 65 the reſt, 1 chuſe the ſmalleſt 
portion "of ood, and (ORF ien is + work 


Epare 
2 17785 sn 9 


"This OY of EVER is ſ0 e 
to the Losr or Tas, Fizsn, that ſhe 
cannot bear the practice, no, not ſo 


much as the hearing of it; and by theſe 
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means we get rid of her. Beſides this 
advantage uf our temperate way of living, 
chert is another great benefit, which ac- 
crues tous in conſequence of it; for it 
1 gucat check to unlawful thoughts and 
deſires, Which, by à lukurious way of 
* aſſault the mind, the indulgence 
A y. being too often the great 
of the foul to 'vile practices; 
——— means of diverting our thoughts 
from the contemplation” of the Divine 
Goodneſs. 90 t, by our ſtrict and 
abſtemious regimen of life, we are alway? 
a leiſure to meditate, on, and transfer. 
. — thoughts to the bleſſed Jeſus, in the 
W endearing circumſtances of his moſt holy 
life and fuffering for us: and being the 
lefs encumbered with uneaſy cares and 
ſolicitous vexations, in providing for this 
life, we have the more. time. to provide 
for and reflect on the ſtate. of the next:; 
to ruminate on the joys of heaven, and 
dread the torments of hell; to deprecate 
the juſtice of God at the great tribunal, 
and to prepare ourſelves for a ie ho 
chunt/at the laſt day. ' 
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of Paipz's deputies; the Lusr or Tas 
Firsn; nor can we be ſaid to be ſecure, 
till we have ſubdued ber partner, the 
Lust or TR Exx, ſhe being the moſt 
: ous enemy of the two; for ſhe 
furniſhes the Lusr oy. nE Furr, with 
occaſions and opportunities of miſchief. 
In this conteſt I find my ſpouſe of great 
uſe and benefit; for without a holy R- 
soLur io to reſiſt all external allurements, 
we ſhould be infenffbry drawn into in. 
conceivable danger. The firſt time, 
therefore, that I ſaw, the Lus r or Tar 
:Evz here, having been previouſly. in- 
ſormed of her miſchievous nature, told 
her Plairily, the muſt not expect to take 
up: her abode amongſt us: For (ſaid I 
Lam here. in the capa acity of a ſervant, 
And jt äs the duty of ſervants not to 
deſire ſuperfluities, or things which they 
haye not; hut to be ſatisfied with common 
neceffaries; and not curious even in the 
choices of them, but to be thankful for 


Fhew, how. ttigan ſoever they be. 
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es Fee ede of life 1 joy 1 
ſubmit, for the ſake of the LOVE or Gov, 
whoſe ſervice I ſhould be unworthy of, 
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did I not obey his holy dictates. To 
alſiſt me, therefore; in the performance 
vf my duty, and the ſubduing the Lust 
denn Ex,; he hath carefully inſtructed 
m in' that maſt uſeful and charming 
virtue: Mbonsrv, x which is a check to 
all unchaſte and inordinate deſires, and 
Alo forbids7 me ſo much as to look 
44 yiorl R Wonne Tot groe brig ate 
atnamorlis IS tere lis ties of worm os 
A OMNI OWBETO Viott yall BO DAE cap 
amt et t | BD  HOSTIBOT 
„ It ts indeed the guardian of the mind, and 


i 
— 


wHiked|tis Hot only abſtain from all manner öf 


M 4 — 


aunleanneſs; but from the occaſtom of it. It ſets 


2 guard ypan. gur eyes, according to the words of 

Tj Saviour, wherein he ſaith, He that Dokech 
U - Ay to luſt after her, hath committed 
«2diltery with her already in his heart, (Mat. 


M 28). and upon qur handy as appears by ver. go. 


*Jf t hand offend; thee, cut it af, fo alſo upon 
our tongues, that they ſpeak no immodeſt words: 
Let no corrupt communication proceed out of 
your mouth, EpnEB. iv. 29, Nay, upon dur very 
— _ _ we, mult, nat. * 
unchaſte thoughts, Or, _ 1Mmagmations, (And, by 
thus checking the beaüming e dition, Na 
caſting away the very firſt thoughts of the Lusr 
03 THB; Eve: with indigration, we are) fecure 
iro wicked acts. „ them der 
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upon that, which it is not awful for me 
to deſire. Whenever, therefore, I ſee 
any thing tempting to the eye, though 
elevated with the luſtre and ap- | 
pearance of external beauty, I ſtraightway 
\ recolle& the excellency of the 'Love oz 
Goo, who hath ſo often inculcated and 
earjieſtly prefſed to me the amiableneſ; 
of the bleffed Jefus, who is the centre of 
my love, and end of all my wiſhes: and 
thus, withdrawing my eyes from all | 
wordly ſplendor, and fixing them on 
him, I am guarded againſt temptation. 
By / this, guard ef  Moongre, and the | 
ſtrength of my holy ſpouſe. (Rxsorurro) 
I gain an entire victory over theſe two 
deputies of PxibE, the Lusr or TE FL ESN 
and the Lusæ or TE EVS. "A 


4,12 of ©. 4 


But their principal (Pre) is the 
moſt dangerous enemy we have to en- 
counter: who is watchful to enſnare us, 
even in the beſt of our actions: and; 
being attended with variety of followers, 
ſhe was at firſt very apt to impoſe upon 
us. eſpecially with the help of a certain 
damſel, that conſtantly came witk het, 
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called EwWII ENuHAT To, who, under the 
habit of the ſtricteſt virtue, had betrayed 
our novices into great inconveniencies, 


if J has ok Reppes in to their relief. 


4. 


© Seeing Prior very buſy one day in 
and knowing her deſign, I 


bur 

told her, in plain terms, the muſt expect 
no other treatment than that of a ſervant 
amongſt us; to which condition we all 
ſubmitted with the greateſt chearfulnefs: 
but if ſhe expected any honor or. note 
of diſtinction, ſhe d meet with the 
utmoſt. contempt. Once ſhe addreſſed 
herſelf to mo, under pretence of 1 3 


the en N 


Von would pity me (cried ſhe) if you 
knew how ill I am treated by thoſe to 
whom Jam not inferior in age or wiſdom. 
That is your fault, L replied; for if you 
had behaved y ourfelf as became a ſervant, 
you would — made a good uſe of all 
indignity, and thought the worſt that 
could have befallen you but your due. 


earn to know your diſtance; and be 
aſſured, that the chaſtiſements of ſu- 
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periors are intended for good, fo long 
as the maſter maintains his character: 
but if he once allows an unbecoming 
familiarity with his ſexyants, he will not 
long continne a ſuperior ;, and that fa. 
miliarity will not be imputed tohumility, 
love, or affability, hut to weakneſs, and 
the want of ability to govern: from 
whence, will acerue, not only contempt 
to. himſelf, but great detriment, to his 
ſervants, who ſeldom know how to make 
a right uſe of their liberty. This I know 
from the experience I have received 
myſelf; for ſhould I indulge my affections, 
which ought to be ſervants to my reaſon, 
Iſhould be enſlaved hy worldly pleaſures. 
But my . heayenly Maſter chides and 
corrects me, that I may not be expoſed 
to that danger and ignominy, to which 
my will, would hurry me; and, out 0 
his great love to my ſoul, teaches me to 
keep my body in ſubjection, and treat 


— 
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b 93 »violot bas :;tioitfd e 1 4 
Though Paios ſaw me-thus, prepared 
. and.;anmed; againſt all her cunning in- 
unatigns, yet ſhe was reſolyed to tempt 
me in Sehe diſgpiſe; and, putt ing en 
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ale habit of her attendant (Envy) ſhe 
petfevered in her complaint, under pre- 
tence of partiality and injuſtice, being 
ſuperſeded in command by thoſe who, 
in al'r were her inferiors, whilſt 
ſhe was placed in the moſt laviſh ſitu- 
ation. Bat (continued ſhe) thoſe who 
deſerve beſt, are getierally worſt treated. 
Finding that ſhe began to grow cla- 
morous, I thought it high time to ſilence 
her, Which I did, as follows. 
6 Leid! „isi en 


Kid i ' 7 


When I retired from the world to this 
ſociety, it was with an intention to obey, 

and not to govern. I entirely reſigned 
my ſelf to obedience, and ſtill purſue it, 
for the ſake of him who called me hither, 
and who will not expect an account of 
my deportment in governing, ſo much 
as in*obeying thoſe divine precepts he 
hath given me to obſerve, and whether 
I have paid that juſt deference and reſpect 
to my ſuperiors, which he hath enjoined. 
This is my buſineſs; and I reſolve to do 
my duty in the ſtation my heavenly 
Mafter hath placed me, and endeavour 
that all under my care do the fame. And 
this I know, for my encouragement, that 
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the happy ſtate, in which the family is 

now, is a certain token of ſalvation, that 
is, a ſtate of ſubmiſſion, humility, and 
obedience; from which none can fall, 
but thoſe who a __ alter I 
Oe) ol! bod voy n 4 


Hence it is, [thetic we *. ro ** 2 
of complaint, but rather;of thankſgiving W 
and praiſe to our great and-merciful God, 
wha hath withdrawn us from thaſe dan. 

gerous temptations of honor and grandeur 
with which the world blinds the eyes of 


poor mortals,” who ſo eagerly purſue their 
own ruin. Of this St. Aveusrixkx wa 


ſo ſenſible, that he looked upon his pro- 
motion, and pre- eminence above others, 
as a mark of God's, diſpleaſure. And 
(fays. HuwnLITy to Devens) you will 
be of this opinion, when you conſider i 
to: what temptations a proſperous and 
exalted condition of life is apt to betray 
mankind, more than that of humility ; 
and Joliedicnine:- Therefore; as Pz1ps, 
who deſires. nathing: ſo much as domi- 3 
nion, is prone to, and capable of doing 
us mare miſchief, than all other enemies, 
t are more watchful to guard againſt 
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her: and that you may be better pro- 
vided againſt the ſly inſinuations of her 
two afliftants, let me r 155 e few 


1 rare 


Whenever you find the Lost or THE 
Frrsu complaining for want of due nou- 
riſument, or of being ill ferved, inform 
her, that they who have more than they 
deſerve, have no reaſon to complain; 
and the moſt humble and religious think 
themſelves unworthy of tlie leaſt comforts 
gs. With what confidence, then, 
can ſhe expect or deſire better, who; being 


4 flothful, irreligious, and ungrateful, de- 


ſeryes no bread and water? The ſame 
argument will ferve againſt the Lusr or 


"az Evz; who, though the - enjoys all 
things, deſerves nothing. Her- defires 


are as unſatisfied as the ſea, and entirel 
te to that ſpiritual 1 "_ 


the holy Jeſus bath erjoineld. 


{. 


- But when Pr herſelf ſhall 3 
reproach her thus: What is it 


thok wouldſt have, inſatiate wretch, 


more than thou already doſt enjoy? 
Kah not the „ permitted thee 
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to accumulate all the honors the world 
can afford, and yet, wouldſt thou incloſe 
us, who have renounced the wortd, within 
thy unchaſte embraces? Wouldſt thou 


climb to heaven, from-whence thy father 


Lucifer fell? Be aſſured, thou wilt ſhare 
his puniſhment, and be plunged into 
the abyſs of darkneſs with him. Thou 
aſpireſt to the greatneſs, but not to the 
goodneſs, of the Almighty, and wouldſt 
de equal to him in power. But invert 
thine eyes, and thou wilt be forced to 
acknowledge that thou enjoyeſt more 
than thou deſerveſt. Be content with | 
what thou haſt; and know, that though 
thy deſign in coming here is to do us 
miſchief, yet God, in his infinite mercy, 
thereby giveth thee an opportunity to 
become as one of us. 


. This is [the method you muſt uſe in 
fobduiie theſe three vicious neighbours; 
and, when you are perfect in it, you 
will .eafily conquer Nrorrekxcx, the 
mother of them, who is no leſs trouble- 
ſome. than the others, and too often in- 
feſts- our family with her .company,-— 
Sometimes ſhe creeps in when we are at 
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work; but, as ſoon as L:efpy her, I tell 
hen we have no room for ſuch as indulge 
themſelves in idleneſs and eaſe, and who 
are declared enemies to diligence and 
induſtry: that whoever enters here, muſt 
come as a ſervant, and chearfully perform 
their portion of work, whether by night 
or day; that by labour, watching, and 
faſting, they may be kept under, leſt 
they grom inſolent, and kick againſt 
their Maſter. And when I perceive any 
certain ſpur, called Fear, to rouze them 
ta ſtheir duty. This the Lovꝝ or Gov 


gave me, not only ta exerciſe on thoſe 

aal 3 a TW» ter 
i Ras one t { > 
| , 5 


* This is of great uſe to ſervants, who have 
any ſenſe of their duty: for. fear of offending 
will ſometimes make a ſervant: diligent, or, at 
leaſt, the ſear of puniſhment. Sufely,” then, this 
ſpur of Fear will: anfwer much more with the 
fervants of God, when they conſider that, by neg» 
le&ing their duty, they not only offend a meteiful 
and gracious. Lord and Maſter, but a lagen an 
Maſter, who hath power to puniſh, not only here, 
with Hekneſs, pain, und all ternpbral afflictions, 
but in hell, with everlaſting tor ments. t 
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under my care, but on myſelf alſo; 
for which I am truly thankful, as it 
anſwers the end. Th” Wo 


I TI aſked her, one day, whether ſhe 1 
thought the kingdom of heaven was to 


be purchaſed. by eating, drinking, and 
a diſſolute way of living? She ſaid, the 
could not affirm it. Why then (ſaid I) 
do. you not become as one of us, who, 
in imitation of. our. bleſſed Lord Jeſus, 
as far as we are able, endeavour to enter 
into his glory. by. ſufferings?,. For. if we, 
who are members of- him, {ſhould de- 
viate from the example of him, our 
Head, we are never likely to be united 
with him. Our way, therefore, to his 

ingdom, muſt be through afflitions, 
labour, and contempt gf the world, 
otherwiſe, inſtead of being ſharers of 
the glory of his reſurrection, we {hall 


from, thoſe whom he came to redcem, be 
was ſcourged, ſpit ' upon, and, thoug! 
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without, like 2 thief, executed in 
the moſt infamous manner. All this we 
muſt undergo, if he demands it, or we 
muſt never expect to reign with him, 
the King of Glory : and Prince of Peace. 


Bochetithes this lizy ret will creep 
mo bur orate one) there, by com- 
| plaining of the fatigue of our holy exer- 
ciſts, endeavour to corrupt and diſcourage 
our family: but 1 ſoon rouze her, telling 
her,” that true religion is ſenſible of no 
wearinels; and, if the conſidered the 
tneſs of the reward for ſufferings 
bere, ſhe would think all the ſeverities 
of life too Eaſy, and in humble gratitude 
ey out, With the holy pſalmiſt. What 
reward ſhall T give unto the Lord, for 
ul the benefits he hath beſtowed on 
me? What would I not ſuffer for the 
ſake of my deareſt Lord and Saviour, 
who, to ranſom loſt mankind from fit), 
ſubmitted to the vileſt condition of human 
life, and at laſt to death? Out of his 
immenſe love to me, he cheatfully un- 
der went the painful tate of nature in 
its greateſt inronveniencies, not for at! 
r 
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hour, a day, or a night, but for three 
and thirty years. Three hours he hung 
upon the croſs, in torment inexpreſſible, 
and inſupportable by any but himſelf. 
Nothing can more advance the great- 
neſs of this benefit, than the mighty 
diſparity between him and us. He, a 

heavenly King; we, poor miſerable ſlaves: 
he; an innocent Lamb, without ſpot ; we, 
guilty ſinners, defiled with all impurity, 
And ſhalt we think it hard to ſuffer a 
fhort time for him here on earth, who 
deſcended from his Throne of Maj jeſty 
in heaven, to complete our calvaticn by 
_ ſuffering for us? Be e gone, lazy creature, 
and approach this facred threſhold no 
more, till thou 1 put on a better mind. 


Aller this manner I deal with her; 
holy admonſtief, leaves us, Wich no 
mall diſcontent, chat {he is not able to 
do us further miſchief. But that which 
moſt effectually drives her from hence, 
is my earneſtly pteſſing the neceſſary duty 
ol ſuffering for the Lord, with a readinel: 
© of mind and _—_ joy: for we are 

taught, that They are curſed, who do 
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e the work of the Lord negligently. Not 
that God requireth forced and extorted 


; facrifice_ and ſervice from us, but ſuch 
as proceeds from a chearful, free will, 
1 ad ſincere heart. 

But though I thus defeat and get rid 


of this wicked creature, yet we are not 
, out of. danger; for ſhe has moſt pernicious 
. | relations, who often aſſault us, and againſt 
2 hom it is with the greateſt difficulty we 
2 are able to defend ourſelves. The chief 
of theſe is Malick, a monſter indeed, 
y who takes the greateſt delight in doing 
WH miſchief, and acquires no advantage 
k thereby to. herſelf. She is conſtantly 
. attended by her daughter (Anczs) who 
is of a moſt boiſterous and impetuous 
| ſpirit. That you may be able to guard 
5 yourſelf Dea her, I will infirud you 


0 in my way of managing her. 

K 2 Theſe ou I before informed you) have 
, wings, and eaſily fly over the wall; but, 

when they get in, the alarm is given, 


| and I am immediately called to the aſſiſt- 
4 ..ance of my family. The firſt argument 
9 Je 1 uſe to Maric, iS Charity, which 1 thus 
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preſs to her. Receive that heavenly 
grace into thy boſom, that kind ſoftener 


of the proud, and comfort of the meek: 
it will appeaſe thoſe tumultous ſtormy 
that vex thy ſoul; will melt thee into 
love towards thoſe thou perſecuteſt with 
BETRs, and re 

fions, 


be rewarded. with à ha 
and holy Horx be crowned with eternal 
joy, triumphant Caarrr, the greateſt 
of the three, ſhall ſurvive, preſerve her 
nature and office, and ſtand before the 
hoſt of heaven, diſtributing bleſſings, 
when time ſhall be no more. 2 


But, alas! this argument was. unſavory 
to her palate, and too ſublime for her 
groſs apprehenſion; therefore I accoſted 
| her in a very open manner, informing 


41 1 


amongſt us, ſhe muſt ſubmit to the con- 


dition of a ſervant, and look for. no 


more than what ſhe ſhould deſerve; 
nay, that the worſt ſhe could ſuffer was 


not ſo bad, as what ſhe merited: that 


gulate all inordinate paſ- 
Let Cuasrty preſide in thy breaſt, 
and thou wilt find it a hleſſing ſubjed to 
no decay: for when conſtant Farrn ſhall 


her, that if the expected any reception 
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the chiaſtiſements of à maſter were for 


the good of the ſervant, and that the 


ſeverities of his brow were but the prog- 


noſties of a future favorable aſpect. 
e een . | 
Regurd me in the 
wilt find, that though I am governeſs 
here, I am the 


well-being of thoſe under my care is my 


greateſt concern, and my thoughts are 


conſtantly employed for their good. I 


match when they ſleep, and when they 


awake, I excite them to their duty: tho 


they ſometimes reproach me with ſe- 
verity, 1 ſtill perſiſt in my reſolution of 
taking care of them, and forget all ob- 


loquies. They. cannot afflit me more 


than I do myſelf, when they charge me 
with” affecting f 
them with duties neceſſary to preſerve 


them from temptation; and when they 
fail, I examine myſelf with the ſtricteſt 


ſerutiny, whether my remiſſnefs hath not 


been the cauſe of their neglect. But 
tor any contempt that can be caſt upon 
me, I efteem it a mercy; as it makes 
me lock into myſelf, and try whether 1 


KL 4d 


have not deſerved it: 


I am, and thou 


greateſt ſlave; for the 


jority. I exerciſe 


» * 

8 . 

——— ͤ =” — — —— _— — — dom . . 
— — — ——— . — —ů ae A — wt ce ne 
T_T DS 


— — — — — 2 
— — ” — - —_ 


Thou mayeſt, wretched Malick, (cried 
I) charge me with unkind reflections on 
thee and thy attendants; but, : alas! | 
have. no perſonal pique againſt any of 
you; your immoralities are the ohjed 
of my invectives. Do you expect that 
I, who. profeſs myſelf the ſervant of 
God, can conſent. to-cohabit with you, 
who are + ſervants. of the devil? What I 
relation is there between virtue and vice, 
ſin. and innocence? Were you of our 
family, I ſhould be obliged to love you; 
but as you are enemies to us, I am under 
the neceſſity of proſecuting you with 2 
3 0 in ne e af en 


yt. 


For this cauſe 12 am conti atinually RF Ts! 
with theſe malicious creatures: but there 
18 another of them, as dangerous as any 
of the reſt; which is Envy, a grumbling, 
pouting. diſcontented. ſullen inſect, con- 
tinually repining at her own condition, 
| though ever ſo happy, and envying the 
enjoyment ef others. She: came one 
day, whining and complaining of great 
injuſtice done her, who, ſhe thought, 
deſeryed as well as the beſt! I was forced 
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to take her up ſhort, by telling her, ſhe 
wanted content and charity, botk which 
would inſtruct her, that ſhe ought to 
rejgice at the proſperity of her neighbours, 
and pray to Gad that their exalted con- 
dition might not be a 'fnare to them: 


but if ſhe would make a proper uſe of 


the mercies and comforts the herfelf en- 
joyed, he ought, in an humble manner, 
to thank heaven for them, and pray for 
their continuance, which the: could not 
ſo ſoon forfeit by any thing, as TONY 
the felicity of her neighbour. 


But (enlinued I) if thou wouldR aim 
at ſolid good, look up to the holy Jeſus, 
make him the object of thy — and 


love, and conſider him as the only treaſure 


worthy thy deſire; Let others hunt the 
world under the variety of proſpects it 
affords ; Chriſt is the only 8004. With 
him there is no diſtinction between the 
nch and the poor; the ugly and the 
beautiful; but all are equally amiable 
and acceptable to him, who" e 
kim with true humility." 


We envy not thoſe great ones; white 
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wallow in plenty, and outſhine us in 
external ſplendor; for, how mean ſoeyer 
we may appear t6 the world, we are 
endued with a - ſpiritual magnanimity, 
that ſets us above the defire of temporal 


A'is . e to all fading, tranſitory , 
joys. If, therefore, thou wouldſt be truly Wi 


9 9 


art the greateſt enemy to thyſe 

While I was thus arguing with” Exvr, 
I efpied behind her a ſiſter of the ſame, 
name, but who, for diſtinction, was called 
T he Enoy of ſpiritual Gifts in others. They 
are very much like each other, and differ, 
only in this, that the elder is always re- 
pining at the temporal bleſſings others, 
enjoy: and this envies the diſtribution 
of ſpiritual gifts and endowments, ſo con. 
pichous iti our family. She, ſeeing I, 
dad dase taking with Her elder en, 
_ advatcedtbwards ne with great aſſurance, 

and aſked; Whether any of our ſociely ' 
outſhined her in acts of goodneſs; and 


. 
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ſhe, 7 was ka for piety 
virtue, could not have free 93 


alte at all times amongſt us? 


Your Cleo I replied very 3 
is fan gr EY Faß let us _ 
the caſe fairy , and wi out heat, 
yon think — affect theſe r re- 

ſtraints And corporal auſterities, for the 
fake of applauſe, or that we eſteem our- 
ſelves better than others? or that - the 
wotld, out of an opinion of our ſandity, 
ſhould more readily adminiſter to us a 
greater ſhare of temporal goods? You | 

wrong us very much, if you think fo: 
for we have no other end in ſerving and 
pleaſing God, than that he may be glo- 


Triſed in all our actions: and it is the 


ſubjet of my daily prayers, that he 
would enumerate his-ſpiritual gifts to this 
by ſociety, that we may advance in. 

iſes and thankſgivings, and meet 
our of bleed Redeemer with that ardent 
love, which may make our duty our 
delight, our obedience our clioice, and 
ineline our bearts to his holy will * 
pleaſute. Our deſires are np, 
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within the bounds of Providence, and 
we pray that his will, nut ours, may be 
done. But if it pleaſe him to enlarge hi 
graces to us, we employ them according 
to his direction: our only TY to 
live to him, _ died for us. 
If, at any tte L bee 6 
tribution of God's 1 benefits u 
others, than I enjoy, I immediately con 
elude myſelf unworthy of them, and 
that, in his all. wiſe providence, he hath 
transferred them to ** who would 
better improve them; and inſtead «i 
envying, as thou doſt, thoſe who enjoy 
them, I bleſs his holy name for his wile | 
difpenſation, and — by a due 
examination of my own want oy merit, 
to Hande them. 57 


| Thus 1 unge theſe ente 
and, if they perſiſt, TRop their outragecn 
elamors, by urging my entire refignation 

to the will of my bleſſed Jeſus, and re 
ſolve to be content c with his holy dil 
e eee * 


| Ddivinivs, thinking bi ſel? ſuffi 
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inſt all enemies, deſired 
© + rp — IMpatck him away to the 
Lovs or Goo; — ſhe, with her uſual 
tenderneſs, reproved Dim and told him, 
he had not all his inſtructions: For (con- 
tinued ſhe) you have more enemies yet 
to encounter, and particularly SprertuaL 
SLoth, another relation of Malick. She 
is indeed the worſt of the whole family, 
and à great hindrance to our ſpiritual 
wood, when ſhe gets in amongſt us. She 
will ſeem as forward as any, in the be- 
zinning of our religious exereiſes, but 
ſoon grows cool, and loſes all reliſh for 
tdem. When I ſtir her up to watch 
fulneſs, attention, and divine contem- 
plation, ſhe thus upbraids me: How 
can you be fo cruel to yourſelf and others, 
to extort a duty from them beyond the 
ability of nature? -Are you not almoſt 
irozen- with the ſeverity of the ſeaſon, 
and -your very ſenſes benumbed with 
cold? Why then do you offer this violence 
to yourſelf, which, inſtead of being ac- 
ceptable to God, does but proyoke and 
tempt him ? You know, it is a voluntary 
ſacrifice which be requireth, and that 


extorted ſervices are no 9 pleaſing 
to him. 
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Being well acquainted with the nature 
of her 'Cifpolition, I was always provided 
with an anſwer, ; and therefore made her 
this reply:—Be gone, ſlothful wretch, 
and do not think to ſeduce us by thy 
lazy example, God requireth no more 
of us, than we are able to perform; and 
if at any time he withdraws his grace 
from us, it is but to try our natur 
ſtrength; which, tho it may ſometimes 
fail, "yt if we purſue our duty wih 
true ſincerity of mind, he re- duplicate 
his conſolotary grace, to aſſiſt us in the 
performance of it. In vain thou blameſt 

us for the auſterities we impoſe on nature, 
Can we too dearly. purchaſe the bleſſing 
of, God's more immediate preſence in 
our holy oratory? What ſeverities do 
you in the world decline in the purſuit 
of wealth and honor? And ſhould not we 
ſubmit to a few human inconveniencies 
for the ſake of enjoying the preſence " 

the Divine Majeſty? |, 


+: Though we labor under cold and ab- 
Kinence, yet know, idle creature, there 
4s a; holy and chaſte fire, called the Lov: 
r Gon, that warms and cheriſhes -us 
beyond all earthly comforts; the bleſſed 


8 8 . 85 LF LAS 880 


DESIDERIUS, e. 77 


effeds of which ue find infinitely ſu- 
perior to all worldly felicity, when we 
it with reverence and ardency. 

But if we recede from it, we are frigid 
indeed, and the further we retire from 
it, the more comfortleſs we are. This 
you may look upon as perſonal intereſt 
and concern: but vou are again 
miſtaken; for our prayers, contempla- 
tions, and other ſpiritual exerciſes, tend 
not ſo much to the deſire of our preſent 
benefit and eaſe, as to the love of the 
Divine Mind. We are ſenſible of the 
great debt we owe to his goodneſs, and 
all we can offer is thort of his due. His 
mercies are our daily comfort, and fince 
to him we owe the preſent! enjoyments. 

and proſpect of a happy futurity, we 
cannot expreſs our gratitude for them, 

but in the moſt ardent purſuit” of his 
love, which, to the ſincere, is charming 
and engaging in We 1 Nee ger 
of nature. 


Sornrrvzt Stora, finding herſelf not 
able to oppoſe theſe Treaſoris, and that 
all. her ments were too weak to 
ſeduce me from oO uy endeavouted 
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all that {hercould to create: a miſunder, 
ſtanding between me and my family; to 
accompliſh which ſhe calls in to her aid 
the miſchievous twin: ſiſters, Evil Susi 
con and RAS JudewtnT, who make it 
their buſimeſs to raiſe a diſcord amongſt 
us, and, by fomenting jealouſies and rath 
cenſures, to provoke and tempt us to 
murmuring, diſcontent, and vile de- 
traction. But, with the aſſiſtance of 
my faithful {pouſe-(RzsoLvmon) I am 
always furniſhed with an aniyer.t to they 


armed an. 17 Atrtaht 


vou ſpread your nets. in vain n (aid I) 
to betray any of us into a finful 
unitation ;: for we allow not ſervants to 
cenſure. their governeſs. or any of her 
holy companions. As for my own part, 
I am -:forrowfully ſenſible when inor- 
dinate aſfecti ons or paſſions aſſault ul 

better judgment, and humbly tha 
the Divine Mercy who protects me 
from the ruin they intend. For which 
reaſon: I am continually upon my watch, 
| and diligently ſearch and examine my 
_ canſeiance,,. leſt they make any fettle- 
ment there, | 
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As to what reſpeds charge, I am 
careful to. take the all method, and 
to think the beſt of them, making this 
my rule, Charity thinketh no ill; and, 
whilſt I have no cauſe to complain of 
them, it is but juſt I' ſhould think well 
of them: and herein I have the ad- 
vantage of theſe malicious ſiſters; that 
whereas they raſhly condemn their 
neighbours, I always entertain charitable 
thoughts of them. till I have reaſon to 
the contrary. Thus tbey go upon 
uncertain jealouſies, whilſt I. proceed on 
wary tenderneſs; in their way, they may 
do wrong to others; but in —_— 1 am 
very to do injuſtice to none. r 


The argument hitherto relates only. to 
indifferent perſons; but when we come 
to ſpeak of thoſe of diſtinction, the cafe 
alters. People in a private capacity: may 
(but with caution and tenderneſs) i 
into and deſcant on the miſcarriages of 
equals; but when they debate on the 
conduct of ſuperiors, it ought to be done 
with fear and reverence: and if they be 
ſuch, as are by God inveſted» with fu- 
premacy over ns; we muſt conſidur that 
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he hath given them their commiſſion to 
govern, and his law being their rule, if 
they tranſgreſs it, nc are accountable 
to none but him. 


„Nor are Wide to be haſty an and 
rigid in their ſentiments of ſubordinates, 
leſt, by an ungrounded ſuſpicion, they 
ſometimes put the innocent perſon upon 
committing what he never intended, or 

aps never heard of befdre. Tub 

as been the caſe of ſome women, whole 
virtue was never tainted, till the ground- 
leſs jealouſy of their huſbands betrayed 
them to what they once abhorred; which 
indeed verifies the expreſſion. of SENECA, 
* Suſpicion has cauſed many to offend.” 
We ought, with the moſt tender regard, 
to conſider, whether the ill actions of 
others proceed from an evil mind, or 
from a good intention; whether. from 
the want 8 advice and ignorance, or from 
humin frailt and ſome natural defeR. 
In all theſe tllere is no ground for a raſh. 
ceitſute, or uncharitable determination; 
but, inſtead of that, to bewail, and, for 
fi Love or God, to commiſerate the 


Hings of dur neighbours. N 
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"Wi belides, ſuppoſing their aRions 4 
to be 0) ly and rally, evil, we ö 
art to conſider, that theſe things are per- 
mitted by the ſecret will of God, by 
whoſe providence. all things are diſpoſed 
and directed beyond our apprehenſion. 

Therefore, as God, on his part, never 
ceaſes to prompt. and. incline us to good 
works, ſo we are to conſider, . that he 
ſometimes ſuffereth evil to be committed, 

which may, in the end, conduce to the 
benefit of the fallen perſon, or of thoſe. i 
who © behold his' failings. Be tender, | 
therefore, in thy cenſure of others; for 5 
know, that he Who takes upon himſelf 

to judge others, uſurps the right and | 
property. of God. Conſider the fate of ! 
him, who attempted to be like God; 


aud that he, why judges others, is in 
great datiger of being condemned. 


It is the duty of e to 2 7 
bulinels of their maſters, and nat. to en 
tertain ill thoughts of their equals, muę 
leſs of their ſuperiors. "They ar AIC to pity. 
the” lapſes of Others. and-a then UL - 
their FEY and,: if they ſee any 0 | 

: | 
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their fellow- creatures outihine them in 
goodneſs, they thould endeavour, by 2 
holy emulation, to equal or excel them: 
which, if they cannot do, inſtead of 
watching others, let them have a ſtrict re 
gard to — own actiom, and perſevere 
in their duty without -murmuring and 
diſcontent, patiently waiting God's time 
to _— them 3 in —_— of — 
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8 of theſe holy exerciſes, and, with 
infinite ſatisfaction addreſſing himſelf to 
her, ſaid, I am convinced, holy mother, 
of what I have formerly heard, but now 

rienced, that you are the epitome of 
of all heavenly virtues, and the centre 
of all ſpiritual and temporal conſolation. 
And ſince you have hitherto been fo 
free and ready to anſwer my demands, 
TI, beg: the favor of you to reſolve one 
doubt more. How do you know theſe 
ill neighbours from —— own family, 


ſince they 80 both habited alike? 


Veen queſtion (replied . is of 
moment; and it highly concerns you to 
know how to. Aiſtinguiſh them. As to thei! 
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they differ much; for tho they 
_ the ſame habit as my holy ſiſters 
and daughters, yet tliey differ both in 


dape and complexion. Our family are 


ſtraight, fair, and of a pleaſant aſpect; 
theſe are crooked, ill-favored, and of a 


four countenance. But that we might not 


miſtake them at night, the Divine Good- 


nefs hath furniſhed us with a lamp. 
which you ſee hanging in the middle of 
my chamber, oy which” we can 1 
rer 1 

in RE 
„This hind; you nr know, is called 
by the:name of Good Conſcience, and burns 
night and duy; the wiek of it is called 
the Hoh Striptures, and is ſupplied with 
the Ot of The cord, by which 
of the Heart, 
faſtened to a nail, called the Cuſtody of the 
Senſes. So long as this lamp burns, we 
are ſecure from our enemies; but when, 
for our tranſgreſſions, it is extinguiſhed, 
we are expoſed to all their furious at- 
tempts. Wherefore we humbly beſeech 
the Divine Goedneſs, not to withdraw 
the Oil of kis Me#cy from us, left, being left 
in this darkneſs, we be'expoſed; not"ofity 
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to our enemies, 1 to W — often 


tity wont of . Inna 


e thankedMRar 8 for! this dit. 
covery; and Huuitrry, the better to ſe- 
cure him againſt theſe enemies, added 
theſe favorable hints: That you may be 
compleatly armed againſt all dangers, 
you may expect from theſe wicked neigh- 


bours, take theſe my faithful friends and 
companions to your aſſiſtance: SævxRrrr 
or LirzE will fecure you againſt the Lusr 
of THE FLiesn;: and ' FoxTITupe: will de- 
fend you, from the Lust or THE Eves: 
HumLity will protect you from -Pr1Ds; 
Acrivx DrIICENcE will drive away Nzc- 


LIGENCE'; GooDNEss will ſubdue MLicz; 


and, if you continue in this holy con- 
verſation, the Grace of God will compleat 
your ſecurity and 3 
Honiurrr, baving inſtructed Dzstor- 
21Us in the care of himſelf, thus cloſed 
her admonition: By theſe methods, with 
the Grace of God, and the help of my 
ſponſe,” Ffubdue my enemies; nor will 
you find any. means beſide them of uſe 
in conflict. with thoſe ill neighbours.— 


— . od A - Edo tres 
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There remains nothing more for me to 
do, but to recommend you to the reſt 
of my family, whom it will be worth 

your while to viſit; for you will receive 
ſomething from each of them, which may 
be- worthy your remembering, Then, 
calling for the virgin, 'DisxEcarD, who 
had been his guide to her, ſhe ordered 
her to conduct him through the different 
EE: a oncfilic 11e eee 
DrstokRius, having taken his leave of 
Hiitzy; with great l reſpect and thank- 
fulneſs, followed his guide, who, without 
delay, led him to the apartment of the 
virgin Cowrrssiod, 4 who received him 
very courteouſly, and deſired him to be 
ſeated. DEsIDERTUs, without any further 
compliment! or ceremony, requeſted to 


, * Conession implies the acknowledging our 
fins to God: that is, the firſt part of prayer, 
which muſt be ſeconded by a hearty bewailing our 
fins; and, when, we have. ſo done, we do (as it 
were) lay open our. wounded, conſciences, that, 
belng thus ſearched and examined, they may be 
more feudy for” the'cure of abſblution, oo 
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know her name and condition. My name 
(faid ſhe) is CO ss 1 am eldeſt 
daughter to Hurry, and diſciple: of 
my excellent friend, your guide, with 
whaſe converſation I am e 
I freely unboſom myſelf, acknowledging 
and confeſſing my whole life and con- 
dition to her without reſerve. | Dsibx- 
nrus was highly pleaſed with the frankneſs 
of this virgin s carriage and virtues, which 
had not the leaſt mixture of affectation 
or vain glory and with which he was 
ſo thoroughly ſatisfied, that he made but 
a gr hort ſtay with her. 


From deer Hou 8 conducted him 
to another of HumLry's daughters, who 
received him with great ci vility which 
encouraged: him to aſk. her name and 
condition. The virgin, with a ſmile, 
turning. to him, ſaid, It is plain you are 
a ftranger to both, otherwiſe you would 
not be very deſirous of knowing either; 
but that I may not be wanting in good 
manners or religion to you, who come 
for inſtruction, you muſt know, 1 am 
tecond daughter to Humiiity, and my 
name is Dzsmz os ConTewer, being fond 
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of flight and ill treatment, which I bear 
with content, for the fake of the Lovz 


0 G0. This is a temper very different 


from you of the world, who deſire nothing 
ſo much as honor and reſpect: but with 
me it is quite otherwiſe. Dxsio gros 
was'amazed at the happy temper of this 
virgin; but when he confrdered for whoſe 
{ke it was, his wonder ceaſed. Then, 

taking a reſpectful leave of her, he fol- 
lowed His — to the apartment of 


* bird n a 


Here he was received with as great 
civility as before; and, requeſting the 
fame of her as he had done of the reſt, 
the thus 'began:---My name is Joy 18 
Contemer; for I always rejoice at the 
contempt and diſreſpect the world thews: 
me for the fake of the Love or 'Gop.. - 
The virtue of this virgin was more ſur- 
prizing to Drsrokxius than any thing he 
had yet met; upon which he addreſſed 
ber in the following manner: I 


1 beleech vou, holy Ger. inſtruct m 
hi: to attain to this virtue, of wich F 
have hitherto no notion; for though T 
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have been uſed to contempt and ill 
treatment, yet, I muſt own, that inſtead 
of rejoicing, I have been extremely af. 
flicted, and thought myſelf much —— 
That (replied the virgin) proceeds from 
a true ſenſe of the want of humility, 
and from too great an eſteem of your 
own worth. But ſince, by the divine 
appointment, you are directed hither, 
—_ 5 F* you in theſe and other 
neceſſary virtues; by the help of which 
you will diveſt — of all carnal and 
worldly habits, „ be thereby qualified 
for the. ſervice and. converſation of the 
Loves. or God. Since, therefore, you 
would attain to this virtue of rejoicing 
in contempt, you mult exerciſe yourſelf 
in the deſire of it; and when this has 
made an impreſſion on your heart, you 
muſt confirm it by prayer and religious 
exerciſes; in whic , notwithſtanding the 
ſeeming difficulties (for they are not ſo 
in themſelves to the ſincere). you will 
find] perſeverance will be of great ſervice, 
3 carry you through them all. In 
this conſſict you will be forced to offer 
great violence to, and lay hard reſtraint; 
Upon vourlelf, which | at firſt will prove 
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you are uſed to them, 
IFBecditie ey ; fo that when once 
thorough) effed of that virtue, 
— Pifee” , you will foor 
rs rote mae the wort of 3 


greater nlite my 
arid ing undet 
Aſeatwent, than ary hitherto urged, 
me en win very much ſurprize you. 
Prsrs tus requ her to explain her- 
ne us continue: It is certain, 
Fat fene But the righteous are hamble; 
d wholoever does not defire to be de 
ned, and treated with con- 
daupt, carmot be rightsvns. p 
nns 
Ds rri os Was ſtarkled at ihn. hi 
defired her to be more explicit. That 
* vary eafly done, replied” the.” You 
Oer, that he is 2 man, "who 


xives to every one His due. If, there- 
fore, nothitiy But contempt, deriſton, 


and reproach, be due to man, lie is evi- 

deftly unjuſt who: —— 

ee natural ay iy een to de 
8 4 * 5 2 "oy l 


 - 
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his due. But, pray (interrupted Dx: 
s1bERTUg) how do you. prove that nothin 
but contempt, &c. is due to man? Very 
eaſily, replied ſhe: for it is bey ond con. 
troverſy, that every good thing: 18 * 
loyed, deſired, and extolled by: us; and 

the better. it is, the more excellent we 
eſteem it. On the contrary, every evil 
bins is bated, | deſpiſed, and rejected 
by us. Now if it be true, that every 


man is in himſelf evil, the conſequence 
is plain, that he ought to be deſpiſed; 
. hated, and rejeed, But pray (aſked 


Dann), bor do you prove that no 
man is If only God be goed 
ſaid ſhe — every man muſt be evil 
ut this was confirmed by our: bleſſed 
Saviour, in his human nature, who-would 
not. allow any to be good, but God: 
therefore nothing is good but God and 
what is not God. is not good; for there 
is no medium: conſequently, man being 
evil to him is due all manner of re- 
proach, contra Rs ang thame. _. 


'? * 
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„Desto xh Ius. not. yet ſaticß ed with thi 
doftrine. of. rejoicing in conterapt, con- 


tinued thus to. ode ou (tell me. 
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holy fader; that God only is good, and 
that'what' is not God, is not good. Why 
then do the holy feriptures fay, that 
„when God reviſed the works of bis 
hands, he pronounced them not only 
good, but very good ? Beſides, ſince 
God v0 good (as he is undoubtedly the 
chief good, and efficient cauſe of all 
created) it muſt neceſſarily follow. 
that all things which he made, muſt be 
good, as the effects anſwer the cauſe 
nom whence they proceed. As man is 
tu moſt excellent part of the creation, 
tſcems plain to fre,” that he is nos 
e but very good,” as God him 
need kites and therefore; as 
—— he ought 1 to be loved and 
honored.” | 
boo 315) 
The en gave him a patient tearing; 
and then replied :---I will not enter into 
2 long argument upon this point; for 
that is contrary to our rules. I {hall 
therefore, for your better information, 
lain what I have already urged.—- 
That*there is none good, but God only, 
9 Yolpel maxim: but it is thus 0 58 
entrtood; that God only is eſſentially 
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good, and that to be god, is proper 

created are called good, yet they are not 
ſo by any innate goodnels.in themſelves, 
but as they, partake of the Divine Good- 
nels that created them, Therefore, that 
lov and rei ect, which van. through 
miſtake, attribute to the geodgeſs of the 
creature, ought, to centre in God the 
Creator; and, thus we love the creatures 
becauſe in them we loxe God :; for the 
goodneſs they are poſſeſſed of. is collated 
the image. of, God externally; but, by 
his depraved and, corrupt moxals, he. i 
internally very unlike him, God hath 


given him a will to be good and-vixtuous 
but of himſelf he is prone to vice. 

Hence, therefore, we learn to love each 
other, not for our own ſakes, but for 
thoſe excellent gifts and qualities, which 
God hath diſpenſed to us, On the con. 
trary, what. is vicious and impure amongſt 
us, we hate ang, deſpiſe : fo that in one 
and the- ſame, perſon, we. may love and 


honor, what is gaod, and hate and.defpiſe 
hat. is evil; and, therefore, with. what- 
| | 
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eher fanckity and piety man may be 
endindy © is moſt certain he has them 
em God, and that he has nothing na- 
turally in himſelf but evil. He ooght 
to'defire, that God only ſhould be loved 
and Honoted for thoſe virtues and ſpi- 
rial gifts, which he hath beſtowed on 
tity ard for his vices, which he knows 
we his own, he may be deſpiſed and 
hated. Whilſt he acts thus, he is juſt, 
bt n longer; for bow great an injuſtice 
ivi6for ſinſiil manu, not only to deſirẽ to be 
ſighted fbr che Lovs of Gop, but alſo 
to affect praiſe and eſteem for it! Wicked 
mart, therefore, though he' defires to be 
deſpiſed and ill treated, muſt not valde 
himſelf for it, nor think himfelf ever 
the better in his own opinion, ſince the 
moſt virtuous. and holy a: are obliged to 
deßre the fame. TIS | 
7034 135: 

2h@rviiavs was not a little Jeafed 
wich this excellent argument, and there- 
foe” requeſted the virgin to direct him 
in what manner he muſt attain to this 
holy defre: © She told him, it was to be 
obtained by a true ſenſe of the Love or 
Go and the aſſiſtance of that excellent 


virtue, ResoLuTION- But (cont net ſhe) 


if you will be adviſed by me, I will put 


you into a certain method of deſiring 


cofitempt. 


Lou muſt; in the firſt place, be aſſured 
that the greateſt enemy to the Lovx or 
Gop, to whoſe ſervice you dedicate 
yourſelf, is your own body. To ſubdue 
which, accuſtom yourſelf to this exerciſe. 
Every morning caution your ſoul in this 


manner: Take care, O my foul,” that 


this day thou diligently watcheſt all the 
actions of thy body; oppoſe it in every 
thing that may diſpleaſe thy bleſſed 
Jeſus; afflict and perſecute it, till thou 


haſt: weaned it from carnal deſires, and 
make it thy with, that it may be deſpiſed 


and vexed. Likewiſe, every night, chus 
interrogate thy foul: Haſt thou, O my 
foul, this day ſubdued thy body, that 
rebel to thy Lord and Maſter? Haſt 
thou afflited, vexed, and diſappointed 
it, in the, purſuit, of worldly. pleaſures 
and deſired to have it deſpiſed and 


riod] and uſed with the utmoſt ſe- 
pexleverelt in this holy exercife, it will, 
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in tinte, advance thee to the ſummit of 
that ſublime virtue, Hamlity; and thou 
E ſo: incenfed with hatred to thy 
that thou wilt rejoice and defire 
| to ſee it ill- treated and deſpiſed, and 
God, who hath revenged thee'o on 
it; thy ande 195619 810 
9189155 60 210 
2 Ddaionkzvs was highly. pleaſed with 
the converſation: of this virgin; but he; 
being very defirous of enlarging his ac- 
quaintance with the reſt of this holy 
family, took his leave of her, and followed 
his guide; who conducted him to the 
apartment of another virgin, daughter 
tooHunaLITY, where, being very cour- 
teouſly received, he began the conver- 


ſation by aſking her name. My name 
* en is een ;* and 175 
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ie is that vette of che wü 1 the 
wh is — tõ that which the mind 
tn or V and abſolutely: 4he beſt: - This: Tec-- 
l c of the ſoul, is, N LE, 

moſt divin dine licht r ſoul, far 5 
' paſſing, and more d than all externał Bent... 
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buſineſs is to behave myſelf 10 all with 
ſuch open and naked ſmeernty, that not 
fo much as the leaſt thadow of e 
appear in any of my words or actions 
I jadge charitably of what I hear or ſee; 
and if I think meanly of any one; it is 
of myſelf, whom, with the affitance of 
the eye of prudence, which is always 
open, I diligently watch and obſerve: 
amd truly, without the help of this eye 
of prudence, we ſhould be e n 
a W A IE | arts 
The more r Maa bo with 
thels AMY 880 the e _ _ 
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And to a eber e dba ſoul may. „ juſtly 


be ted that ex poſtulation of AnTownus with 
en wilt thou be truly | 


*, 
nabe. and Hndere ? As precepts 
and. exhortations to himſelf: · Do not diſturb thy- 


* ſelf, nor raiſe theſe earthly, noi vapors; but 


become fimpa- Bor this implicit is the moſt 
| ar 8 of. the _— jay: and: = 
e: it, ig that e L n 
which. 292 hows care -ſiſpicious;” ne A 
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their inſtructions; for he found that 
what- HomLITY told him of them was 
true; and therefore he was the 
more ſclicitous for Stuelrcrrr to direct 
him how to behave himſelf with that 
true ſingleneſs of heart which ſhe en- 
joined. Tour conduct (anſwered ſhe) 
muſt be ſtrict; and you muſt have a 
watchful care over your thoughts, words, 

and actions. As to the firſt, you muſt 
not allow your thoughts to exceed your 
apprehenſion or capagity, nor to ruminate 
on honor and wor Aly ſplendor ; fuch 
glittering views will dazzle your under- 
fanding, and betray you into infinite 
miſtakes and dangers: but perſevere in 
an humble opinion of yourſelf, eſteeming 
every one your ſuperior, and yourſelf 


the meaneſt of the ſervants of God. As 


to your words, let them be without affec- 


tation or flattery, and be contented with 


an Armation or negation; * Yea, 2 ; 


1 _ . 

* — 1 * F 

OI — 2 
by 0 . © * A . . © - 


* „ This advice n reſers to that of our 
Wer, Mar. v. 37. where he ſaith, Let your 
communication be, Lea, yea; mays nay ; fot 

N 


4 


— a — _ =. — — — 
a - — 
— A - _ 
— — — 2 - — 2 
»—— — 
= * 2 = 
- . KF — — 
—— —— — AZ - * 
ol 


_ — 2” 
— 8 —— — — 


— — 
— — 
2 2 = 

=” z - oaocwwus acc... 


— > 
—_ — — . — * >< 
= — D—_— — & — at. — 
* — 


1 
I 
' 
1 
1 
t 
. 14g 
1 
[i 
: 
: 
jp 
1 
8 
1 
ll | | 
1 
1 
430 
i 
| 


32 — — — 
— 
— — — 


— — — — —ñ—3—jE— lj ͤ &[—wũͥ3—]—ᷣ—„%. roar RA e 
— 
—— | 
w= — — 


gs DESIDERIUS,-. tec. 


buſineſs is t6 behave myſelf 20-all-with 
ſuch open and maiked fmeernty, -that- noi 
fo much as the leaſt ſhadow of 88 

may appear in any of my words or action 
| Ljadge'chavitably of what 1 bear or ſee; 
and if I thin meanly,of auy one; it is 
of myſelf, whom. with the affiſftance of 
the eye: of r which is always 
open, I diligently watch and obſerve: 
and truly, without the help of this eye 
of prudence, we Toh be en 1 
1 be ak . UNE with 
thels EE, 1 80 * auger he mv 
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Fry to OY funpliciry._of: the font: r juſtly 
be refetred that ' expoſtulation of AnTowmus with 
er: . en wilt thou be truly. 
* nak and Heere? A Hke wife thoſe precepts 
and. exhortations to himſelf: · Do not Jifterb thy- 
' * ſelb,, nor raiſe theſe earthly, nouſotae vapors; but 
* hecome-fimmpls:*” For this Timplicity{ is the maſt 
clear fountain. of the inward jay: and nen ſure of 
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their inſtructions; for he found that 
what Hurry told him of them was 
true; and therefore he was the 
more ſolicitous for StmeLrcrty to direct 
him how to behave himſelf with that 
true ſingleneſs of heart which ſhe en- 
joined. "Your conduct (anſwered ſhe) 
muſt be ſtrit; and you muſt have a 
watchful care over your thoughts, words, 
and actions. As to the firſt, you muſt 
not allow your thoughts to exceed your 
apprehenſion or capagity, nor to ruminate 
on honor and wor y ſplendor ; ſuch 
glittering views will dazzle your under- 
fanding, and betray you into infinite 
miſtakes and dangers: but perſevere in 
an humble opinion of, yourſelf, eſteeming 
every one your ſuperior, and yourſelf 
the meaneſt of the ſervants of God. As 
to your words, let them be without affec- 

tation or flattery, and be contented with 
an athrmation or negation; * Yea, yea; 


"4 * . 
.  ( . N ” © 

_—_—— 0 

oh. 
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| *. This advice immediately refers to that of our | 

Saviour, Mar. v. 37. where he ſaith, Let your 

communication be, Yea, yea; 'nay, nay; fot 
4 : N 
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nay, nay : for whatſoever exceeds this, 
proceeds from a vicious original. In 
your actions avoid. ſingularity and vanity, 
and take care that they tend to the be- 
nefit of hoy as yall as eee - 


A 2 7 4 vs, 4 2 


Re 
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6; Ledde 0 2 mote than Mefe bd of wil 
That is, let no more be uſed in your diſcoutſe, 
but an affirmation, and, if necefary, an afſeve- 
tation; and fo, on the Nane when you deny 
any thing, a negative, and, if the matter requires 
it, a. Ant other addition of greater weight, to e. 
preſs the ſeriouſneſs. of what you aſſett: but no kind 
of oath to. back or confirm it : for whatſoever is 
uſed above theſe neceſſary expreſſions and con- 
firmations (as any kind of pu uſed in con- 
verſation between men, be it by heaven, earth, xc.) 
evil prince les, fometimes from 
umor, delighting in ſuch 
an —— method of ng. yourſelf; 
times from want of reverence to the name cf 
God; ſometimes from the faithleſneſs of men; 
but moſt commonly from the devil, that evil one, 
ho has many ſnares to catch ſouls, and involve 
them | in idolatry, error, OE unbelief; and the fore 
mentioned forms of ſwearing. (ver. 34, 3.59 36) 
may tend to. this end diſcernably: and, 
the not oblerving exact truth in all our _ 
tion N Wakes. ps upfit ta be truſted without 
$69 the ing incredulity of, men (that they will not 
beheve without them) as pride and i irreverence, 
are all the works of the = wg 
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- When our holy mother laced. me in 
is ſation, . ſhe committed to my truſt 
the care of two ineſtimable jewels, one 
called Ianacence of Mind, the other Purity 
of Heart; for the obtaining and keeping 
of which, this and ſome other houſes in 
the neighbourhood. ere founded. The 


virtue of theſe jewels is ſo communicative 
and diſfuſwe, that all our family and 
religious ''neighbours' partake of it, ſo 
lung as in all our undertakings we aim 
at. the preſervation, of them: and 

ko though we-think ourſelves in 
ſecure paſſeſſion, we are deprived of them, 


Py, wen we give f to W 


This is a enemy S 
uva be occaſion of the firſt ſin. The curfofity 
of-our-firſt parents, to know what was forbidden 
them,” was the caufe of their forfeiting; ſor thern- 
lelves and ' poſterity,” that happineſs Go@'had''4&- 
ligned them in Paradiſe. When we once give way 
this ſin, it invites to more, and; That's 
of Trenocence of Mind and Purity' 

i dende and dest wrecks Nn 
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Vanity, & or Singularity; which never negled 


any opportunity of robbing us, though 
they reap no advantage: to themſelves 


by doing us this miſchief, as they cannot 
keep theſe jewels, aſter they have ſtolen 
them — us; and therefore, when any 
of our family are ſo negligent in their 
thoughts, words, or actions, that they 


ſuffer kheſe jewels to be ſtolen, t hey ſub- 


— to the greateſt diſgrace 
and ſevereſt cenſure, until they have 
1 them. * 


um fomprkat haſtily inter- 
rupting StpLictity, ſaid, Pray, good fiſter, 


* — * 
1 0 * 
TF ig,” 4 - 1 Y j 
; © OC « 


ns. This f is . with Vam GLozy ; and 
when once we become defirous of the praiſe of 
men for any particular gift or endowment of mind, 
we do that moment loſe the benefit of the gift. 
Thus to value ourſelves upon charity, innocence 
of mind, &c. is to become vain-glorious, and con- 
ſequently no "Wager charitable or innocent. 


** | 
jo This i 2 8 affectation of oi 
Amin and directly oppoſite to. that excellent 
v 8844 erb which teaches us to wy 
2 ach e burſelves oy ot our want of Fee, 
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ſifics yqu profeſs poverty, what octaſion 
haye you to deſire jewels, which; in my 
opinion. may incline yout to a love for 
aer ; | 
Von are quite miſtaban (replied Sru- 
Wucht in this cafe: for although, in 
the deſire and poſſeſſion of ſpiritual or 
temporal wealth, there may lurk a ſecret 
fraud and covetouſneſs, contrary to the 
right intent of deſiring, or end of poſ- 
ſeſſing them; yet, in the enjoyment of 
theſe precious jewels, there can be no 
impoſition, as we deſire and poſſeſs them 
— end, but the Lovz or God, 
that we may ſerve and pleaſe him, and, 
by a right uſe of them, glorify his holy 
name. As for external riches, they are 
the ruſt and canker of the mind, which 


| diily expoſe thoſe who hunt after them 


totemptations and unwarrantable deſires, 
But theſe jewels, this ſpiritual wealth, 
are locked up ſafe in our hearts, where 
they are liable to no corruption or decay; 
nor can any, but thoſe who ſincerely 
defire and: faithfully keep them, be fen- 
Ape of their worth; which is of ſo ſubtle 


Thatyre, that, none but he who has them 


cn diſtinguiſh or know their value. 
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But (gays Dzgivznws) if he,. who is 

in poſſeſſion of them, ſhould diſcover 
that he is maſter of ſuch a treaſure, would 
not ſuch knowledge fubj ef them to di 
minution or Bron? No (re lied 
SmirLicrry) that cannot be; for in them- 
ſelves they are liable to no decay: yet, 
if he, who is in poſſeſſion of them, ſhould 
oftentaticuſly boaſt of this treaſure to 
others, he is no longer owner of them: 
for tough he, who hy 4 ſtrict watch oyer 
his thoughts, words, and actions, ha 
ah 4 ed theſe jewels, pet he con- 
fiders not that he has them, but ditt gently 
and ſincerely perſeveres in the purſuit of 
them; as though he had them riot ; which 
is indeed a great inſtance of the Divine 
Wiſdom and Goodnefs,” in this' tacit diſ- 
penſat ion of his graces; for were we 
fars of being polſeſſed of them, we 
might be in danger of lofing them, by 
ralbneß. 5 preſumption, or Telf-conceit; 
which tos often le lurking in our hearts, 
and are ready, to betray us. Therefore 
he” may moſt truly be ad to have them, 


who 5 moſt earneſt ſeeks after them. 5 | 
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"By ; this tire Paaisgaibs was 3 apprized 
of the value of theſe jewels, and therefore 
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preſſed SizpLicery to inftzu him in the 
7 vba of them: to which ſhe: rea- 
ay complied, and thus proceeded : 
re is one thing abſolutely neceſſary 
K our hovices to obſerve,. and not un- 
hy the, conſideration of the adult, 
45 is Thy, 0 N Reervedneſe 1 in con- 
verlation; for they 1 give their tongues 
by , of talking much, and their 
1 of wandering, cannot be ſaid to 


5 the jewels, Innocence of: Mind and 
. 


Rut. The reaſon of this is plain; 
dul, being like a mirror or looking- 
gals, readily entertains the likeneſs. or 
every object: and, being, too apt to re- 
ceiye the impreſſion of them, Sake 
no {mall i inconvenience thereby. _ | 
SH 

At this, rate (replied DrsiokRIus) you 
vill 2k is (Opel which 22 
(gaed a great comfort of life, an unſo⸗ 
cable deſert: for how can à ſupetior be 
id to goyern, without a watchful infpec- 


tion 1 frequent confabulation? 10 


I look upon abſolutely nere 

governor; and without them I 8 2 5 
ow how he can avoid the imputation 
Klogularity, W. mich, x upon what, preteoa 
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-ſoever, even that of keligi gion, is in itlelf 
very cu and ſhould, be avoided, 


user (aid Snaxacare}, a upon the 
— of loye and obedience, we ought 
to ſpeak, hear, and ſee many things; 
which, if we ſhould do of gur own incli- 
pation. and will, would be a. great fault 
in- us. But ſo long as all bur thoughts, 
words, and — are the happy pro- 
duct of love and obedience, we are in 
no danger of loſing theſe jewels: for 
whilſt we are diligent, and do our utmoſt, 
theſe two excellent virtues incline and 
exhort us to good. And truly, if we 
conſider Pur .and Innocence of Mind, as 
we qught, we ſhall find that they are not 
only good in themſelves, but are intro- 
_dudtory to all other virtues, and by the 
help of which we more compendiouſly 
arrive at that divine and laſt perfection, 
the Lavx or Gov, and abſolute Churih. 
He therefore, x. would. obtain and 
£ Keep theſe jewels, muſt firſt, be maſter of 
T1 aaturaity, or-Reſervedneſs i in converſation: 
. m which, if he finds. any. difficulty 
he certainly will) let him take 10 
to his — and be will ſoon, find 


4 # > &. F 5 
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the. advanta e of it; for it will arm him 
all the eyils that are occaſioned 

15 Eobdopiſsenee and raſh Judgment; 
ill teach him to excuſe and interpret, 
fs the belt, every thing he bears and 
in his nei ghbour; and if at any 
tue he deſires any of .God's creatures, 
ee e en wer: 
ated: for gqod) hel Aebres them for no 
wer end, but that in them he may 
aiſei the xcious goodneſs of God, 
and © adore hi - wiſe diſpe 


nſation und 
a or Thus you fee the abſolute 
"of * in al ee en 


ok n at OY 


1 Bi 8054 Wa bow Iball 5 we 
know that gur actions are attended with 
this Simplicity 7” You may be ſute they 


de (anſwered ſhe our thoughts 
'are_fincere and 92 8 a. 


your words 


and deeds tend to nothing more than 
? the ſpiritual good of your. neighbour 
ind e in alt thin 15 "i mating 
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Des0zx1vs, being highly | ſatisfied 
with the converſation of Siurricrrr, in 
ati obliging addreſs of thanks for het 

tous inſtructions, took his leave of her, 
and, following his guide, was conducted 
do the apartment of another daughter 
of 'Homritty, whoſe name was Poverry, 
Here he was courteouſly received; and, 
us he had before of the others, requeſted 
to know her condition of life, The 
meatineſs of my condition (replied 10 
r from my loye of God; for whole 
ke 1 neither poſſeſs nor deſire any 


wort 0d. 
? x 30 . 
13} Nn 8 3 


Iͤt is ſtrange (replied Devens) that 
the Founder of this houſe, who is Lord 
of the world, ſhould let the inhabitants of 
it live in want of the neceſſary comforts 
df lite. I can give you a ſufficient reaſon 
for it, anſwered ſhe, The Founder of 
this Houſe is indeed Lord and King of 
the imiverſe; and all wordly goods and 
poſſeſſions are at his diſpoſal; from the 
Ehjoyment o Which he Kindly reſtrains 
dus, Teft we mould ſet our hearts upon 
wem: for he could, if he thought fit, 

n dif penſe to us affluence and plenty; 


Ut 
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Datei . vidoy. . 4 ($4 7h 310 
hu "he hath laid this happy reſtrictjon 

pon our, minds, that we ſhould only 
5 Mm, and, for his ſake, deſpiſę the 

ord. From which reſtraint we receive 

s benefit; that as we are denied all 
zperfluities in this place, ſo, we are nat 
perplexed with temporal care and ſo- 
Eee, but entirely at leiſure, to con- 
template on the Divine Goodneſs, which, 
An the little we enjoy, has given us plenty. 
We are not anxious about the Joſs or gain 
0 goods; not afflicted at adyerſity, 

or affected with proſperity; but our 
hearts are firmly united to God in a 
profound peace and tranquility, ſubject 
to no earthly perturbation, m. 


My chief care and buſineſs is to adapt 
and conform myſelf to the condition, I 
enjoy, and of my companions with whom 
T live. From them I deſire nothing, 
yet, to ſecure me from that dangerous 
neighbour, SinGuLariTY, and to reward 
my virtue, our holy mother has been 
been pleaſed, in a ſpiritual wedlock, to 
matry me to am pops nr ron 4 
SPNTENT, nde has INUTYCEEG. me IQ. 2 
 Kitibfied with what ſhall happen, We 
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The royal pſalmiſt has wiſely cautioneck 
us not. to ſet oux hearts upon temporal 
bleſſings; which precept the bleſſed Sa- 


viour of the world hath much improved, 
by adding poorneſs of ſpirit to that ex: 


ternal poverty..- We cannot think too 
meanly of ourſelves, if we confider the 
immenſe goodneſs and love of God; 
each of whoſe attributes challenges t the 
Petformanoes and the nearer 
we approach them, the more we are in- 
flamed with the dere of them. Set before 
thine eyes the example of the holy Jeſus; 


beſt of our 


the whole world was within his admi- 
niſtration; and yet he, for our inſtruction. 


declined all temporal power and magni- 


ficence, and ſubmitted: to the careful ne- 
r human nature. od: 

"Ini; thisccondition he: tans his fiſt 
apperrance; and. in purſuance of his 
pidus 
apoſtles chèarfully eondeſcended to the 
hardſhips of common want, relying ſtil 

upomethe providence of God, which is 
able to ſupply us with what we ſtand in 
need of. For this reaſon I reject all offers 
of worldly help, and in a holy reſigiiation 


1 


example, his hohy mother and his 


DESIDERIUS, c. tog 


depend entirely npon my bleſſed Jeſus, 
vhufe love has ee eee what we 


would * bnd. 


1 have too oft indulged. 8 with, 
variety of books; but tlie Sacred Volume 
of his Law is now my whole delight. 
With grief I ſurvey the errors of our 


fore-fathers, and, with pleafure inex- 
ſee them corrected hy the un- 


blameable conduct of my bleſſed , 


whoſe poverty of ſpirit is my: e en- 


apple 4nd chief ſtudy. 


mps ff | 
\DesroxzrIVs, in an enn of 10 . 


his leave, and was thence ſhewed to the 
apartment of another daughter of, Hu- 


MLITY, whoſe name was OBEDIENCE: He 
no ſooner approached her, but, obſerving 
ſomething more than ordinary of diſtine- 


tion and authority in her preſence; paid 


der a moſt profound reſpect, and defired 
the honor of kiffing her hand: but ſhe 
told him, the daughters of Huxtiiirr were 
not fond of external bonor, and therefore. 
deſired him tofit: to which he conſented, 

and, letti 


| her know that he came for 
inſtraRion, begged the favor to be in- 
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My wother, well Wu the gar 
to 5 Dijobedience pes us, mate 0 
me, early. in ſpiritual matrimony, with 
that yaliant and illuſtrious hero, calle 
No EGLECT or Dory 08 who never falk 
in the execution of h ce, and to 
courage and conduct 8 owe the holy ani 
happy ſecurity I now enjoy, "ng from 
the ſolicitations of that and 
terrible monſter, called Oux own Wi, 
whoſe. ſole þuſinels. is firſt to enſlave, and 
e to devour us. From her maliciou 
approaches | my faithful, gallant ſpouſe 
rage me; and for my fondneſs, iy 
which is a grateful return) I an 
— by others; though it is moſt 
certain, that without Obedience none cat 
juſtly pretend to the ſervice of the Lov: 
ar (0p. A for myſelf, I am fo well 
apprized- of ' the als: of the Lo 0 


. od, that e ſpouſe diate: 


to nie, relating to Wa [ readily perform, 
and:allow- myſelf. no other enjoyment, 
than what — ſtrictly requires,” 
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DESIDERIUS, , xn 
ytious am L in m1 rtment;, 


ſo 
of danger, that never ryenture 


by myfelt. - 34 . TIES; 


Pray, madam, Geld 8 
; e have you, beſides your 
?' My conſtant attendant (aid 
is Go Wirr, a true and watchful 
t; and for my companions, L take 
ter Snwricrrr, 5 daughters. 
ton, * ALactity, 4 "Bunce, 


Nay, 
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JE dave is that dne nds or temper; 
which withdraws our minds from — world, ztid 
mounts them toward heaven. The ſpecial exerciſes 
of —_ are ak and praiſe, both | PORE and 


% 


N $399 


i is a d Te einst 
mind, by which we ſet You wot: Fry: with 
multrquring or reluStancy. 


N Drioxxcx, taken in a your Ceaſe, i in a Wirten 
by which we inceſſantly purſue what we have uri- 
—_— according to — of rain. Of * 

is a abſolutely neceliary to 
is com ole of two parts, watchtfüfres l ir- 
dey, — conſiſts in avs 2 
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* PangpvERANCE,* and Innocence; Þ+ and 
chat my mother may not ſeem wanting 
in her paternal care of me. Abe never 
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Age ale thmeten n Eſpecially thoſe 
dias that are moſt;likely: to aſſault ys. .. Induſtry i; 
the huſbandry of the ſoul, without. which it wil 
2s little proſper, as the vineyard of the ſtuggird, 
Prov. xxiv. 30, 31. And the end of both cheſe i 
the increaſing — — which 
tze graces God hath diſpenſed ta us. 1 


„ PexsrvzRANGE is a boly reſolution to peril 
"26 n the performance of our duty, praying conſtantly 
that God would give us his grace, that we may 
Continue in it to the end. This grace, af Perſe 
verance was always ſo much eſteemed in the 
church, that all divines, both ancient and modem, 
aye. taken occafion to extol it above all dune 
virtues, becaufe without this they are all i 
nificant, and loſę their. reward, Take as m 
= — and charity upon you as you can, yet, 
Hop rſevere not, there is no ſalvation. And 
t. Paul was of the fame opinion, when, with bo 
A confidence, mob to himſelf a crown 
2 nat betauſe he had ßor ſome ſhort time 
m, but becauſe he bad fought the good 
becauſe he had well begun, but becauſe 
1200 kadured ro the end, Ar 
3 His cbürte. 
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*ails going along with me; ſo that, with 
the alfiſtante of theſe, I walk fecurely, 
and” am at all times ready to perform 
my duty. 
' renn 8 
But (ſays DxsiokRrus) pray inform 
ame in what manner your holy mother 
iherviceable or ufefuf to you, in doing 
duty? In that (replied Onthiencr) 
has given us . flated rule, that in 
alle even the beſt of our actions; we fhould 
2 U of "ourſelves." nor vainty 
— thing to our. own. goadneſs, 
ed up with pride; ar whatever 
may accrue to others, from ary of 
dagen, not to eſteem ourſelves good 
fr them; but. n to thank God for 


giving ur, Anlort ud nderſtanding, 7 


aan 
is very pathetically ex N 
attending 


"5, 
2 
118 


* from.JAll 1 =Y aQions. 


4. with a glorious rew Th ay 
n ace nd into the, mountain of , the Lad, 


gen he that has, innqcent hands and. a . . 
N Feart, f. 

= pure ig * 
* they ſhall ſee God.“ 
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n and 4 ſpecial þ ** by which: 
we become inſtruments of going good, 
and are more ſtrictly obliged to 1455 for 
ſuch bleſſed opportunities: and if we 
deſire any thing of others, it is that they 
would thank and praiſe God for us. To 
myſelf, I propoſe nothing, through the 
whole courſe of my liſe, but labor and 
trouble; to my God, continual honor, 
praiſe, and thankſgiving; and to my 
neighbour, all the good I can do him, 
For myſelf, I deſire nothing, becauſe I 
3 nothing; only that God would 
be pleaſed to enlarge to me ſuch a ſhare 
of his loye, whereby I may daily improve 
in good, works, and that in the laſt mo- 
— of my life I may find mercy and 
comfort from him. Amex. . 


Des10e81vs parted from this lady 
with as much ſatisfaction as from any of 
the former, and followed his guide to the 
apartment of the laſt daughter of Humt- 
Lirr, named Cnasrrrr,* of whom he 
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This may, with the greateſt proprictv, be 
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Uefired to know her condition and life. 


Tam (faid ſhe) the daughter of Huuitxrr, 
Who, out of her indulgent care, has ap- 


pointed the two ſervants, who conſtantly 
Mend me: the one called AnsTinence,* 


4 .. 
4 9 CY 
64 14 4 
4 - ” MM N 
— » m. N y LU 
—_ at. * 
# £ v © £ 
1 
1 d 7 


=s 


deemed the firſt duty we owe to our bodies, as St, 
Aut makes uncleanneſs the contrary fin to it. 
He that 'comtiiitteth fornication, ſinneth againſt 
his on body.“ 1 Cox. vi. 18. And to advance 
Me: ve wing of this virtue (CxasT1TY) the apoſtle, 
1 the fame epiſtle, denounces a heavy judgment 
againſt the violaters of it: If any man defile 
«the temple of God, him will God deſtroy ; for 


the temple of God is holy, which ye are. Chap. 


ili. 17. So that the fin of uncleanneſs is a kind 
of ſacrilege, ini polluting thoſe bodies, which God 
hath choſen for his temples. | 


\» | AnsTinaxCE is a great preſervative. againſt 
intemperance; for, by the forbearance of immo- 
derate eating and drinking, we extinguiſh thoſe 
unlawful. flames and carnal defires which affault 
our minds; but we can no way do this ſo effec- 
tually, as by prayer and faſting. Eating and 
drinking are, indeed, neceſſary for the preſerva- 
tion of life, hunger being à natural diſeaſe, which 
would prove deadly, if not prevented. This is 
the firſt end of eating and drinking; therefore, as 
men ſeldom take phyfic for pleafure, but remedy, 
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the. other Mopesry ;*.'and, to preſerve 
my mind pure and continent; has mar. 
ried me to à virtuous perſon, called the 
Kzzeztr.or THE HART, by whom I have 
a don, named the Ketetk oF THE SEngss, 
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ſo ſhouli they eat and drink. We are not tied to 
ſuch ſtrictneſs, that we may eat and drink no 
more than will juſt keep us from ftarving ; fur 
that were to fruſtrate the bounty, of God, who hath 

not only provided for the being, but the we!l-bein 

of qur bodies; therefore we may alſo eat, for bind 
or quantity, , whatſpever tends moſt to our health 
and welfare; but this muſt alſo be within the 
bounds of temperance, otherwiſe it becomes a ſin. 
He therefore, who propoſes to himſelf other ends 
inthe uſe of God's creatures, as either the pleaſing 
of his palzte, or the pampering of his body, that it 
may better ſerve his luſt, directly fruſtrates thoſe 
ends of God; and he who has thoſe aims, not only 
acts contrary to health, but to life itſelf, as appears 
by the many diſeaſes and untimely deaths, which 
ſurſeits and uncleanneſs bring upon men. 


.gan<fto on to wolls 02 75. AENRTT 
-*#>Moenesve--is: that deſence and ' ſecurity of 
virtue which: deters* us from baſe actions. It is 
the cenſtent ᷣbſrrver oſ detency in the courſe of 
lie. rand. im ſome fenſe, may be ſaid to be the 
maſt * part of juſtice; ſor juſtice, in general, 
forbids any xind of violence towards man; but 
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„ Dzsmerrvs, deſiring to ſee this child, 
the boy was introduced, and; obſerving 
ſeveral emblems about him, he aſked the 
meaning of them. On which the child, 
with an agreeable readineſs, thus ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to the ſtranger :---This 
bridle, which you ſee in my hand, is to 
tame a very unruly creature, called the 
Toncve; who, though ſhe be little of 
ſtature, is very ſtrong, and capable of 
doing much miſchief; but, with the 
help of this inſtrument, we keep her in 
ſubjection. Theſe ſtones are to ſtop 
two dangerous avenues, called the Ears; 
through which, notwithſtanding the vi- 
gilance of our porter, ſometimes. our 
malicious neighbours creep, and moleſt 


us. At other times we are forced te 
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Modeſty is ſo particular, as to allow of no offence, 
kg therefore is not improperly called the perfection 
4 juſtice. In ſhort, Modeſty is that guard ovẽ,r 
all gur ſouls and their: faculties; which keeps them 
within the bounds of virtue; as the eye from 
wandering ; the tongue from vain and idle words; 
and the mind from immodeſt thoughts. 


218 DESIDERIUS, sk. 

make uſe of thele ſtones, to ſtop another 
avenue, called the Mouth; by which we 
prevent the effuſion and utterance of 


many indecencies, which Lena from 
a-corrupt heart. 


At this rate (fays Date peo N 
will think you deaf and dumb. 
ought to be fo (replied the boy) for 
the ſake of the Love or Goo; for if 
we neglect to guard theſe avenues care- 
fully, not only the aforeſaid inconve- 


niencies would befal us, but we {hould 4 


be in danger of loſing theſe two valuable 
Jeweis, Innocence of Mind, and Purty f 
Heart. This Veil, WHICH is called Purity, 
ſerves to cover our eyes, and defend us 
from Senſtality, which very often pre- 
ſents itſelf to us in the moſt tempting 
1Thapes; and, if we were not guarded 
againſt it, would betray us into the 
Kesten dangers even death itſelf. 


«Davtvanresy having thus viſited all 
this holy family, was about to take leave 
of is guide, and thank her for her 
great civility, not queſtioning, but that 
He was ſufficiently inſtructed to find out 
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the palate of the Lovz or Gop; but, 
before ſhe diſmiſſed him, the told him, 
there was one curioſity in their orchard 
he had not yet ſeen; and that was a tree 
which bore two ſorts of fruit, with which 
all that came thither were chiefly ſuſ- 
tained. , Des1vxz1us earneſtly preſſed to 
ſee this tree, which his guide, conducting 
kim into the garden, ſhewed him. The 
fruit. (faid he) which you ſee on the 
lower bows of the tree, that looks pale 
and diſcoloured, is called Self-Diffidence ;* 

that on the upper branches, which looks 
of # ings low, is called Tit mn God; 1 


watt Oh 
* $4 ' | X 
d Gr 


N - 
= 


* n or diſtruſt in MET LAY is 
that which ſhews us the weakneſs and uncertainty 
of natural means; which, how promiſing ſoever, 
will never Rand us in Read without the Divine 
Concurrence, but, perhaps, may fail us when-we 
have moſt need of their aſſiſtance, They ſeem 
very proper and advantageous; but, if God with- 
hold his bleſſing, they muſt needs prove ineffectual, 
and fo all our expectations from them muſt become 
abortive, ; Wealth, power, ſtreugth, courage, and 
wiſdom, are uncertain dependencies, when we rely 
ty on them, as daily experience ſhews us. 


F Tavsr N Gov is 4 firm: reliance and de- 


and without theſe all other food tends to 
the emaciating and imparing our ſpiritual 
ſtrength. Drsioxztus, aſking leave to 
gather ſome of this fruit, ſhe told him, 
that he might eat as much as he pleaſed 
of that which grew on the lower branches 
of the tree; but adviſed him to N 


ndance upon him, in all dangers 2 en 
po ſpiritual * temporal; and when, by a due 

paration, we have qualified ourſelves, as far as 
we are able, by rejecting all other dance, we 
ſhall find, that by thus truſting in God, we may 
engage him to provide for us. Men think them: 
felves highly concerned not to fail thoſe who depend 
upon and truſt to them; but certainly God doth 
fo. much more. Men of wealth, in power and 
high ſtations, promiſe, and we think ourſelves 
bound to believe them; e—? alas! the wealthy 


man may grow poor we mighty may grow weak, 
and both may prove a —— and die! but we 


no is ſub A to poverty, weaknels, 
4 , W 1 In vain 3 load ourſelves 
with cafe and vexation, when we may ſo ſecurely 
« caſt our burthen upon God.” Let this advice of the 
apoſtie hour rule, — cannot fail in our de- 
pendance and traſt in God. * Be careful for nothing, 
but in every thing by prayer and fupplicaticn, 
with thankſgiving [et your requeſt be made know: 
* unto God.“ Pair. iv. 6. 
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e. himſelf | with that which grew on 


Wa er ones” for his journey, and 
ich would ſerve him 'till be arnved 


W palace « of the Loyz or Gov. 


""Dzzjvunays, having provided himſelf 
a 'ſalficient quantity of this fruit, 
defired h is guide to inſtruct him in the 
It is 
with infinite ſatisfaction and joy y (faid 
ſhe) that I ſee you thus ſolicitous to 
fd dut the Lovs or Gon: and that you 
may not,, miſtake your way, I adbile 
eu to take ſome company with you, 
why may not only direct, but e Sy 

it your journey: for you have a. dan- 


| —_ Way to paſs, very ragged, and 


full of holes, and much infeſted with 
thieves and wild beaſts. Take, therefore, 
dur honeſt porter (the Faak or e 
he is a brave, ſtrong old man; and 
protect. you; but when you fhall find 
elf out of danger,” nd all Hifmiſs 
be. ſure 893 (Me- 
0887 Oowith-you during the Teninder 
F 
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Befides theſe; our fiſter, Stwertcrry, 
ſhall accompany vou! bot if it Thould 
fo: happen, that in your e you 
ſhould loſe our porter, or dur Hilter, (a 

du muſt . £ ect to meet A 
difficulties and Uifappomtmerits) be ſure 
to keep Good. WII, the guide that fir 
conducted you to our houſe,” who will 
always ſet you right, and put you in 
900 e way to Tpeöper them again. 


ya ſhall give u but one caution more, 
wap that is, fail not to give your com- 
panions their ſhare of the fruit you carry 
with you, to refreſh them; and doubt 
not, ſo long as you entirely depend upon, 
and truſt in God, you will want nothing, 
and never fail of obtaining your defired 
end. I now commit you to the Divine 
Protection, and ſincerely wiſh that Iv 


journey may be proſperous. 


Dzs:nz83vs, thus happily accompanied 
and well provided for; ſet forward: aſking 
-StMepLIcTTY, , which way they {ſhould take, 
dhe told kim, tlie moſt direct and neareſ 

path 40 the palace, was to go, firſt by the 
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fat of Purine, The paſſage was 
indeed, troubleſome and dangerous, and 
ſo, beſet with difficulties, that DxsipExius 
could not forbear . complaining : upon 
which ſhe told him, that the more dan- 
gerbus and painful the paſſage was, the 
etter he would reliſh the pleaſures of 
his, journeys end: For (continued ſhe) 
the Divine Goodneſs bath, ſo ordered it, 
that the miſeries and ſorrows of this life 
might make us fond of the Lovx or Goo, 
who will greatly overpay all our ſufferings 


here, by rewarding us with a bleſſed 
immortality hereafter, 128 


In this, common reaſon and daily 
practice inſtruct us, that things of. great 
Falue are not to be purchaſed: with. a 
mall matter. Go on chearfully then, 


- A 7 \ " 
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*®ParTigncs is à ſubmiſſion” t6 the will of 


God, : quietly: ſubmitting to whatever afflictions-it 
Fleaſeth him to lay, upon us; and without this 
Urtue it is impoſſible for us to paſs through the 
Noe of this life, which is beſet with ſo many toils 
and difficulties, to arrive at the-Lovi 03 G - 


* 
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enjoy the — nar oaly the — 
os Goy can give, you will value them 


the more for the pains you have taken 


"8 "—_ ne 


* 3 in the jou may, you find your 


ſtrength begin to fail you, be ſure 10 


rekr — 2 with the fruit, called Truf 


in Gad, which will enable you to 90 
forward. And for your further inſtruc- 
tion and help, when you find any decay 


os wearineſs g ſpirit, imitate the honeſt 
ruſtic, who alleviates the fatigue of 
his labor by ſinging. But (ſays Dzs:- 
DERavs) how can I be merry and ſing 
im the company of this 


ſhe} the character and nature of this 
gtod old man; for though he ſeems 
gtate by reaſon of his age, yet, being 


nearly related to the Love or Goo, he 


nt navarally: chearful and pleaſant, and 

CO yo por vided with muſic, not pro- 
any levity of mind, but 

— fpiritual - ——ů—— which is 

the moſt entertaining ä 

Dis 281 Homlib yaa 152; 


grave old man, 
the Fran or GOD? You miſtake (anſwered 
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Whilſt" this holy company were on 
heir way, Dzsibzzius had many op- 
ities of putting in practice ſome 

of thoſe excellent inſtructions, which he 
had received from Humitity and her 
daughters; and being aſſiſted throughout 
with the help and advice of his compa- 
nions, he furmounted the fatigue of the 
journey. Whenever he ſtumbled, or 
was entangled with any difficulties, Su- 
PLICITY was at hand to extricate him; if, 
through wearinefs, he was inclined to 
ſleep, the FEAR or Gon was ready to 
rouze him, and when he would to 
reſt his weary limbs, his friend, Go0 
Witt, never failed to raiſe him. Some- 
times the tediouſneſs and hazard of the 
made him begin to waver, and 

he had thoughts of returning; but then 
his companions adviſed him to refreſh 
himſelf with the fruit, called Truft in God, 
which ſoon revived him, and gave him 
new life. If, as they travelled in the 
night, he happened to ſtray from his 
company, as ſoon as day appeared, Goo 
Writ found him out, and recovered him. 


At laſt, after many difhculties and 
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dangers, they came to a! pleaſant mea- 
dow, in the midſt of which ſtood the royal 
palace .of Crnarry,* the chief reſidence 
of the Lovr or GOD. a 211 eic 127175. 
Dxsixrus was overjoyed at the fight 
of it, and thought the tedioufneſs of 


his journey in a great, meaſure recom- 


. 


penſed by ſo pleaſing a proſpect; to 
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This is very properly called the habitation of 


the. Lon Gep;-for it is the moſt capacious and 
extenſive of all Chriſtian virtues. It is the great 
poſpel-duty ſo often enjoined by Chriſt, inſomuch, 
that be calls it the New Commandment,” Jon 
Ai. 34. and which he repeats twice in one chapter, 


' Jony xv. 12, 17. By which we fee the high im- 


Fortance of. this duty, it being ſtrictly required of 
all who, proſeſs Chriſt. Cnaxrry, 4 reſpect of 
the affecłions and actions, is that fincere kindneſs 
which diſpoſes us to wiſh and do good to others, in 
it their various capacities, to their ſouls, bodies, 
. and credit; and this not only to our friends, 
ind thoſe who love us, but to our enemies; and, 
indeed, it is what our bleſſed Lord hath given 2s 
the badge and livery of his diſciples: By this 
* ſhall all men know that ye are my diſciples, if 
Ir: have love one to another. Jom xiii. 35. - 
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which, "after! having gratified his eyes 
with a view of the place, and the beauties 
which-furrounded it, be drew near, to- 
oe with his companions and, ſeeing 
rſon who belonged to it, he called 
pil knocked at the gate with: much im- 
portunity, but no one anſwered: Upon 
which 'S1MeLIciTyY told him, he tock the 
wrong method; and that unleſs he made 
uſe of the two knockers, Sighing and Be- 
2. he would gain no admittance. | 
„. readily en and, ater 
ſome time ſpent . in this. holy exerciſe, 
the Lovx or GO appeared — a window, 
and ſpoke to him in a moſt obligin 
manner. I am glad (fays he) to fe 
. ou. Waiting here ſtill; and aſſure you, 
did not delay appearing, but only to 
try your patience: upon which I muſt 
caution you not to. value yourſelt, or 
expett entrance here upon that account; 
for though you have gone through man 
difficulties in your paſſage Rithet, an 


waited long for adipittance, 'yan muſt 


not Hy Ha it as: due: to your merit. 
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Pabel it EY me (pet bist) 
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to entertain ſuch ptuo 


dangers, and undergon 
my way hither, yet I claim no entrance 
into this holy place by any merit of my 
own, but by your well-known. compaſſion 
and goodneſs. wc 


What buſineſs have you here? aſked 
the Loves or Gop. I came (anſwered 
Deservs) from the ſeat af Hunter, 
with this holy company yow ſee, taking 
my way by that of PaTrewce, in queſt 
of the Love or Gop. But what cre- 
dentials do you bring (ſaid he) that we 
may know you came from HumLrty? 


I I have twocredentials (replied Desi. 
DEg10S) one ſigned by Sxrr-KNO WI EDC, 
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© Sere-Kiowuener is that virtue, by which we 
warthineſs, attributing t is good to God, 
from whom it muſt proceed; and to ourſelves, 
who are but duſt and aſhes, all the vileneſs due 0 
the dregs of human nature. | 
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aue other by the KnowLepos or Gop,* 
Lapprove your credentials (anſwered he) 
put do you conſider them as a ſufficient 
.warrant for. your admiſſion here? No, 


- 


F313; 
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Kopie or Gov. To acknowledge him 
4 55 + is to believe him to be an infinite, 
glorious Spirit, who is from everlaſting without 
5 — and ſhall be for everlaſting without end: 
that he is out Creator, Redeemer, Sanctifier, Father, 
$on,.and Holy Ghoſt, one God, bleſſed for ever; 
that he is ſubject to no alteration, but is unchange- 
able: that he is no bodily ſubſtance, ſuch as our 
eyes may behold, but ſpiritual and inviſible, 
* Whom no man hath ſeen, or can ſee.” 1 Tim. 
vi. 17. That he is infinitely great and excellent, 
beyond all that we can conceive or imagine: that 
he hath received his being from none, and giveth 
deing to all things. This we are to believe, in 


- reſpeR to his eſſence; but he is ſet forth to us in 


ſcripture by ſeveral excellencies; as that he is of 
infinite merey, truth, juſtice, wiſdom, 

wer, majeſty, &c. That he governeth all things 
by his providence : that he knoweth all things, 
and-is preſent in all places. All theſe divine er- 
Ellencies.we muſt firmly believe to be in God, and 
that in the greateſt degree; and we mult perform 

Nm all theſe ſeveral parts of duty, hich. are 
ten a cxecure to his God: en 
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(replied our traveller,) for, as I ſaid be. 
fore, I rely entirely upon your goodneſs: 
nor am I clear, whether my credentials are 
in form or not; but of this I am certain, 
that I made a conſiderable ſtay with Hy- 
MILITY, with whom, together with her 
holy family, I remained ſo long, and 
had the happineſs of their converſation, 
that I became perfectly acquainted with 
them and their condition. They fur- 
niſhed me with good inſtructions for 
my journey; but whether I have well 
digeſted them, or made a right uſe of 
them, I muſt confeſs I am at a loſs. 


In my journey hither I often fell, 
and was ſometimes ſo entangled in dith- 
culties, that without the help of my 
holy companions I muſt have been loſt, 
And notwithſtanding I have ſurmounted 
many toils and fatigues, I find I till 
labor under many dangerous indiſpo- 
| ſitions; but eſpecially my own natural 
meanneſs and human imperfection; of 
which, I am informed, none can #9 
ſpeedily cure me as the Love or Gov; 
lor he is ſaid to be a moſt excellent phy- 
ſician, who can at firſt ſight diſcover, the 
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.moſt' ſecret vices and defects that lurk 
in our hearts, and, with a touch of his 
hand, remove them. But for what reaſon 
(aſred the Love or Gop) are you ſo 
ſolicitous for a cure? Becauſe (replied 
Dzs10txR1vs) I find none but the whole 
and ſound are admitted here. Well 
then (ſaid the Love or Gop, who had 
hitherto concealed himſelf) ſince you 
have ſo generous a confidence in me, I 
will nat fail to ſerve you: but you muſt 
wait till I fend a youth, called the Love 
or ouR NtrGnBOuR,*. to you, without 
whoſe acquaintance: and inſtruction, no 
perſon can have admittance to ſpeak to 
the Love or Gop within doors. 


.Desrpervs, with his uſual patience, 
waited the coming of this holy maſter 


TY » * 
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The Lovz or Gop may not improperly be 
called here the parent of the Lovx or bs Nxion- 
30UR ; for he who truly loves God, will, of courſe, 
love his neighbour. This love of our neighbour 
conſiſts in all kinds of charity, and of negative 
and poſitive juſtice, — | 
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of divine ceremonies; who no ſooner 
appeared, but our poor traveller was ſo 
affected with joy, that he could not 
forbear expreſſing it in tears. 


The youth aſked the cauſe of his ſorrow. 
in a place where all were chearful ?--- 


Dzs:o8rvus told him they were tears of 
joy; and, being aſked his buſineſs, he 
replied, that he wanted to ſpeak with 
the Loys or Gov. The youth told him, 
be was his ſervant : But (continued he) 
if you have any real buſineſs with the 
Love or Gop, you mult firſt be acquainted 
with me; for he is an exceeding tender 
Maſter, and ſo kind to me, that whoſoever 
loves not me, muſt not pretend to ap- 
proach .him. Upon this, Ds ERS 
earneſtly preſſed to be admitted into the 
number of his friends, and to know his 
condition. | 


To which the youth replied, The firſt 


is Humility of Thought; the ſecond, Humi- 


lity of Speech; and the third, Humility of 


Action. To make yourſelf maſter of the 
firſt, you muſt arm yourſelf with = 


Reſolution, the ſpouſe of Humility and 
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Contempt ; to the advancement of which, 
a good opinion and eſteem of your 

ighbour will not a little contribute. 
The ſecond qualification, called Humility 
of. Speech, conſiſts of humility, courteſy, 
and affability, juſtly modified with ſlow- 
neſs * and ſparingneſs of words. The 
third, Fumibity of Action, is a compoſition 
of chearfulneſs, love, and diligence, va- 
riouſly applied, as occaſion offers. Theſe 
are the virtues' which muſt qualify you 
for my friendſhip; and, when you are 
once maſter of them, you will ſoon be 
admitted to the pious converſation of 
the Love or Gop. 


Dzs1DtRIvs, having ſpent ſome time 
in the company of the Lovs or out 
Nxicngoux, and, by a conſtant practice, 
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* As pertneſs and forwardneſs in converſation 
argue a great levity and vain affectation; io flow- 
neſs and ſparingneſs of ſpeech ſhew modeſty and 
elf. contempt; which, if duly practiſed, would take 
away much of that ſelf-conceit, which too many 
entertain of their own abilities. | 
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made himſelf familiar with the qualik. 
cations, claimed his promiſe of intro- 
ducing him to the Love or Gop. Ty 
which the youth readily confented; and, 
deſiring him to wait a little, he ſoon 
withdrew. | 


Dzs1perws, being now alone, had an 
opportunity of ruminating on the great- 
neſs of the favor he had aſked, and his 
own unworthinels to receive it; and to 
condemn himſelf, who was ſo vile and 
mean a wretch, for preſuming to con- 
verſe with ſo great and illuſtrious a 
perſon. Whilſt he labored under theſe 


 anxieties,, he ſaw one coming towards 


him, who preſently aſked, With whom 
he wanted to ſpeak? To which he 
anſwered, With the Lovx or Gop. I am 
he, anſwered the perſon: at which our 
traveller fell down at his feet, deſtitute 
of ſtrength and ſpeech. 


The Lovz or Goo, with an engaging 
tenderneſs, raiſed him, which ſo affected 
him, that he burſt into tears, admiring 


the great goodneſs and condeſcenſion of 


the - Love or God, in taking notice of 
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lo poor a creature as he was. This be- 
haviour of DrsiDERIus drew condoling 
tears from the eyes of the Love or 
Gon, who deſired the ſtranger to for- 
beat weeping; as he could not, without 
great emotion and concern, ſee a perſon 
in tears, who had taken ſa much pains 


'Dzs1D8R1vUs having, in a great meaſure, 
campoſed himſelf, the Love or Gop 
aſked him, by whoſe directions he found 
him out? To which he anſwered, that 
he received his inſtructions from an an- 
cient ſhepherd, whom he met in his 
travels, But what (ſaid he) is your 
buſineſs? No ſecular advantage (replied 
the other) but the deſire of coming to 
the knowledge of the Love or Gov, 
which is the only true felicity on earth, 
and which is not to be obtained but 
by you. | 


The Lovx or Gop was mightily pleaſed 
with the religious deſire of his new ſer- 
vant,” and which he ſaw each moment 
improve and advance, eſpecially, when 
ne told him, it was no wonder that he 
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was ſo hard to be met with, ſince he was 
of divine extraction, and ſon to the Lord 
of the univerſe. There is a myſtery in 
that (replied the Lovz os Gov) and 
greater than you are aware of: for there 
are ſome, “ who think they have not 
found or known me, though I am y 
near them, and ſometimes wholly poſſeſs 
them: and there are others, F who yainly 


: £ * 8 
8 ” A „ 


* 'Thefe may, with ſtrict juſtice, be compared 
to the publican, mentioned in the goſpel, whoſe 
humility renders all their acts acceptable to God 
for there are two things which make our prayers, 
and all public acts eſpecially, of no effect, and 
they are, confidence of our own righteouſneſs, and 
contempt of others; but an humble heart is con- 
trary to both theſe. A | 


+ Although we confeſs that whatever we have, 
we have it of God; yet are we deſpiſed of God, 
as proud and arrogant, if we put ever fo little 
truſt in our own works before God. Theſe are 
they who think they love God, and have arrived 
to the perfection of it, becauſe they are fond of 
themſelves; but the meek, the humble, the ſelf. 
denying man, who, thinking the worſt of himſelf, 
will not ſuppoſe the Love or God near, becauſe 
he does not deſerve him, enjoys more of it, thar 
the vain-glorions, ſel· conceited phariſee. 
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fatter er themſelves, that they have found 
ms, whe, at the ſame time, they know 


ming of me. 


Here DzsiozRIUs begged to know his 
condition and office, that he might be 
atizfied, whether he was near him or 
not. My duty and buſineſs (ſaid he) 
is to love God; to do which I have >= 
teſt obligation, for I am nearly re- 
hted to the KnowLepct or Gop. But, 
pray, (replied Dtsiperivs) how do you 
love God? I love him (anſwered he) 
with the moſt pure and refined deſire; 
my ſoul and all my faculties are wholly 


taken up with the divine rapture and 


tontemplation of his goodneſs: I leave 
no dithculty unattempted to gain the 
knowledge of him, and for it, think 
myſelf in duty bound to praiſe him 
always, that others, moved by my ex- 

am e. may do ſo too. | 


How greatly do you eſteem the a 


of an earthly potentate? And ig not 


eternal ha Peg, the giſt of an immortal 
T md _ \. prefersbler Tet 
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this, without the Love or Gop, is not to 
be obtained; and who deſerves the en- 
joyment of what he never ſincerely loved? 
It is my great care and concern to do 
nothing that may diſpleaſe or affront m 

God; but if, through the frailty of my 
nature, I happen in any thing to offend 
him, I immediately deprecate his dif- 
pleaſure, by aſking pardon, andamending 
my courſe of life; by which I am received 
into favor again. And fince the greatneſs 
and goodneſs of God is ſuch, I'think it not 
only my duty to do what he hath com- 


manded, but what even the loweſt and 


meaneſt of our family ſhall in his name 
enjoin me. Then, in all my addreſſes, 
I approach him with the moſt profound 
reverence, deyotion, Joy! humility, and 
love; by the help of which I know how 
much I love him, and whether I obey 
him as I ought; I know I offer him the 
moſt acceptable ſervice; for how can ] 
expect my ſervices to be grateful to him, 
or that I ſhould: be loved by him, if I do 
not perform what he commandeth me? 


In this diſpoſition of love I reſolved to 
do my duty; to which, when I had onre 
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obliged; myſelf, I thought it ſtill more 
neceſſary, making God's word the rule of 
ny thoughts and actions: the ignorance 
of which has cauſed too many to offend; 
though they who know it, and negle it, 
have: much more to anſwer for; the 
former offending through ignorance, the 
latter againſt. the light of knowledge, 
which, is ſinning for the ſake of fin. 


The obligations under which I have 
lad myſelf, I endeavor to obſerve with 
my utmoſt faithfulneſs and care; eſpe- 
cially, thoſe of obedience, chaſtity, and 
poverty.“ "Theſe are my conſtant com- 


a 
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* Theſe are three grand helps in the conduct 
of life, and purſuit of the Love or Gop: for, by 
obedience, we reſign ourſelves wholly to the will 
and directions of God. By chaſtity, we deny 
ourſelves all carnal pleaſures, which are too apt to 
engage and occupy our minds, when they ſhould 
be better employed : and by profeſſion of poverty, 
we are ſecure from thoſe clogs, riches and wordly 
cares, which would take our minds off from that 
real wealth of heaven, which is imperiſhable by 
Ume or accident. 
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panions, by whoſe help I am able to do 
my duty in other reſpects; and therefore 
J have a ſtricter regard to them, leſt 
I hould, in any thing, offend: to pre- 
vent which I thus interrogate myſelf 
every morning :-—Confider, O my foul, 
how thou obſerveſt theſe three-virtues of 
obedience, chaftity, and poverty, and that 
thou offend not in deed, word, or thought, 
Likewiſe, at night, I call mylelf to a 
tri account, and ſcrutinize into the 
moſt ſecret receſſes of my ſoul, to try 
whether I have been deficient in any 
part of my duty 


But for my farther aſſiſtance in the 
performance of my duty, I ſtrictly prac- 
tife theſe three ſpiritual exerciſes, viz. 
To aſk nothing; to defire nothing; to 
think ef nothing. The firſt of theſe 
inſtructs me in obedience; for, by aſking 
nothing, I caſt myſelf entirely upon 
Providence, which renders me more dear 
to my God, who, for my truſting in 
him, is able and ready to ſupply my 
wants; and by this holy dependance, 
and taking no care nor thought for the 
things of this world, I am more at leiſure 
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to contemplate on the Divine Goodneſs, 
and exerciſe myſelf in ſpiritual affairs: 
for, ſhould I give way to my unruly 
will to aſk, it might betray me into a 
dangerous curioſity, which would prove 
adangerous temptation to me; for, under 
the pretence of neceſſity, lurk man 

ſins, eſpecially in thoſe things whic 

relate to the ſupport of the body, as 


food, raiment, &c. 


\ Dzs10erIvs had heard the Love or 
Gov with great attention and patience 
hitherto ; but, at this time, not rightly 
underſtanding him, he thus, haſtily in- 


terrupted him :---Muſt we not aſk under 
the ſevere preſſures of neceſſity? Yes, 


(anſwered he, with great mildneſs) you 
may and ought, but with humble reſig- 


nation to the will of God, and not by 
the impulſe of your own will. But 
bow (aſked he) ſhall I know the dif- 
ference? Thus, anſwered the Love or 
Go: You are not under the neceſſity 


of aſking, when you can bear the want 


of what you would have, without any 
detriment to your body or mind. But 
if you cannot, without great injury to 
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your health, or otherwiſe, be withdut 
it, it would be a fin not to aſk it. 


Again, if you are convinced that you 
can ſuſtain life without the thing you 
would aſk, though under ſome incon- 
veniencies and trouble, you ought to 
decline it; nay, though the thing you 
deſire may be, or ſeem, ſomewhat ne- 
ceſſary, it is an eminent pitch of virtue 
to deny yourſelf the enjoyment of it, 
though otherwiſe you might lawfully and 
without offence aſk it. And this ſelf- 
denial, for the ſake of the Love or Gor 
15 a great and endearing recommendation 
to Divine Providence. But if the thing 
you would aſk, be of ſuch a nature, that 
you can eaſily do without it, then, if 
you aſk it, you may be aſſured it is the 
act of your own will, though it be co- 
loured over with the ſpecious pretence 
of a holy deſire and ſeeming neceſſity: 
and in this caſe you will find that fin 
does not always ſhew itſelf openly, but 
more frequentiy lurks under the maſk 
of piety and neceſlity. 


This is the way to diſcover whether 
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the thing you aſk proceeds from your 
bun will or neceſſity; and leſt any one 
ſhould be deceived by his own judgment, 
or the appearance of the thing, let him 
ſtrictly enquire into, and try the ſtrength 
of his own virtue; and wherein he ſhall 
find himſelf deficient, let him conſult 
the holy ſcriptures, and take the advice 
of wiſe and godly men. 


Having, with as much accuracy as poſ- 
ible, explained the firſt ſpiritual exerciſe, 
of aſking nothing, I now proceed to the 
other two, deſiring nothing, and thinking 
of nothing. 


-That of aſking nothing neceſſarily pro- 
ceeds from that of deſiring nothing; for 
it is moſt certain, that we cannot be ſup- 
poſed to aſk what we did not previouſly 
defire: and therefore, the cauſe of de- 
firing being removed, the act of aſking 
(which is the effect) ceaſes of courſe. 
Herein the great neceſſity of this holy 
exerciſe of deſiring nothing appears; as 
by it Chaſtity is ſupported, whoſe duty 
it is to defire nothing worldly or carnal; 
and this is maintained by the. third ſpi- 


ritual exerciſe, that of thinking nothing, 
for, from thoughts, good or bad, proceed 
deſires, and from them demands. In 
order that you may not miſtake -me, by 
thinking nothing, 'my meaning 1s, that 
you ſhould think nothing ill; as no man 
can naturally be ſuppoſed to be entirely 
void of thought. But the nature of the 
thought I here mean, is ſuch as is reſolute 
and fixed, with the conſent of Reaſon, 
and our will entirely reſigned to the will 
of God. N 


The greateſt danger of deviating from 
theſe ſpiritual exerciſes generally pro- 
ceeds from neglect of guarding the ſenſes, 
eſpecially the eye; which is too oft a fatal 
inlet of unchaſte thoughts, and from 
thence of impure deſires into the ſoul; 
which danger 1s by care prevented. 


.. Theſe three ſpiritual exerciſes, thus 
_ religiouſly performed, preſerve my mind 
from all worldly pollution, and the per- 
nicious effects of my own will: purge 
my heart from all impurity ; extingui 

ſordid ſelf- love, and entirely unite me to 
my Lord and Maſter. And to ſtrengthen 
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me the more, I conſtantly practiſe all 


other holy exerciſes, as well thoſe which 


relate to Humility, as thoſe that belong to 
other virtues; which carry this reward 
with them, that they procure to my ſoul 
an entire peace, and prepare it for hea- 
yenly entertainments. 


ZBut beſides the former duties, which 
xe requiſite to qualify us for the Love 
or God, (as the more we are endued 
with purity of mind, the more clear] 

we behold and know him) I take to my 
alliſtance two other duties, called the 
Fear and Reverence of God. Theſe I acquire 
by conſidering within myſelf, who the 
Lord is, and who I am. I contemplate 
him as the moſt Sacred and Divine Ma- 
jeſty of heaven and earth; highly worthy 
to be feared and reverenced by all his 
creatures, I conſider the blefſed con- 
dition of his holy attendants, the mi- 
niſtering ſpirits, who execute his will, 


and before whom they, in raptures of 


raiſe and adoration, fall on their faces. 


think of him as the Searcher of hearts, 
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the Lord of life and death, and in whoſe 
hands are all the powers of eternal hap- 
pineſs and miſery. | 


When I have thus ruminated on his 
greatneſs and goodneſs, I find myſelf 
ſometimes ſo affected with fear, that I am 
ready to expire, eſpecially when I con- 
ſider his greatneſs and my own un- 
worthineſs : but then, again, I am com- 
forted with the thought of his tender 
goodneſs to me; who, notwithſtanding 
my vileneſsand ingratitude, ſo graciouſly 
condeſcends to permit me to approach. 
him, to addreſs myſelf familiarly to him, 
and to feed on him. 


Sometimes, being touched with a more 
than uſual ſenſe of my own-unworthineſs, 


I thus expoſtulate with him —Wbere⸗ 
fore, O my Lord, ſhouldſt thou admit 


ſuch vile wretches * to appear before 
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* This ſhews how great an honor it is for us 
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"thee? Does it become the Royal Ma- 
jeſty of the univerſe to be attended by 
duſt and a{hes? In anſwer to this, his 
exceſs of goodneſs melts me into tears, 
and he forbideth me to enquire further, 
faying, This is no part of duty required 
of you, nor are you, without aſſiſtance, 
able to ſet about it. Why I have called 
you to be my ſervant, is beſt known to 
myſelf. Do you take care diligently to 
diſcharge your duty, and be ſolicitous 
about nothing elſe. 


worms .of the earth to be allowed to ſpeak ſo 
freely to the Majeſty of Heaven. If an earthly 
prince ſhould but vouchſafe to let one of his ſub- 
jects talk familiarly with him, it would be looked 
upon as a great honor; that man, how deſpicable 
ſoever he was before, would then be the envy of all 
his neighbours; and, no doubt, he would gladly em- 
brace all opportunities of receiving ſo great an honor. 
—But, alas! this is nothing to the honor which is 
offered us, who are allowed, nay, invited to ſpeak 
to, and converſe with the King of Kings; and 
2 how forward ſhould we be at all times 
to do it. | 
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Being thus prepared with humility, 
fear, and reverence, pray (aſked Dzsr- 


DERLUS) in what manner do you addrels 


ur” to him? I pay my duty in 
r (faid he) not unwillingly, but 
= attention, . cheartulrieis, 
don, and good will; and when 1 
apply to him for any particular favor 
or bleſſing, (as I frequently muſt, be- 
cauſe I am always in want) I begin 
with praiſe and thankſgiving, which is 
moſt acceptable to him; for, in praiſing 
him, I commemorate all his wondercns 
works; in which I do not only pleate 


him, but greatly delight myſelf with 


the Tame pleaſure, extolling his power, 
wiſdom, and other attributes.“ Then 


There is nothing more advances the praife of 
God, and the reaſon for ſo doing, than commemo- 
rating and extulling the attributes of God; for the 
ineffable greatneſs of his power, goodneſs, mercy, 
truth, juſtice, wifdom, &c. of which none but God 
himſelf can be ſaid to be maſter, muſt ſtrike a moſt 


0 © = — © » ha 


© am, © @Q ©» 


a 4 8Qw4 _ XAm4A =m2m_ 


DESIDERIUS, c. 149 


I repeat the particular mercies which he 
hath beſtowed on his ſeryants, ſtill praiſing 
and magnifying his holy name for them, 
Nor do I only praiſe him for his mercies 
to his ſervants, but his immenſe love 
and goodneſs to his enemies, whom he 
graciouſly courteth, by the daily bleſſings 
he heapeth on them, to return and re- 
concile themſelves to him, 


But (aſked DxsIDERIUs) why do you 
ſo affect this duty of praiſe? * Becauſe 
(replied the Love or Goo) the moreI mag- 


awful reverence into our minds. And when we 
conſider him thus infinitely great and good, and 
acknowledge him ſuch; we ſhall, with pleaſure, per- 
form all thoſe duties which are due from a creature 


to his God. 


* This is a part of prayer, whereby we thank and 
bleſs God for all his mercies, ſpiritual and temporal, 
either to our own perſons, and thoſe that im- 
mediately belong to us, or to the church and nation 
whereof we are members; or yet,” more general, 


to all mankind, as well enemies as friend. 
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nify and extol him, the more I debaſe 


myſelf; which act of humility is wonder- 


fully acceptable to him; for whilſt we ad- 
mire and adore his greatneſs, excellency, 
goodneſs,” &c. we cannot forget our own 
meanneſs and wretched condition, of 


* which we eannot be more ſenſible, than 


by contraſting it with the happy con- 
dition of the ſaints above. | 


Having thus, out of a due conſide- 
ration of his omnipotence and excellence, 
devoted myſelf to his ſervice, and re- 
ſolved, that nothing in this world, of 
ever ſo great moment, ſhall prevail with 
me to offend him; I pray to him for 
ſtrength to enable me to perſevere in 
my duty for forgiveneſs of all paſt tranſ- 


greſſions, and to aſſiſt me in his grace, to 


think of and love nothing but himſelf. 
And ſince he has been pleaſed to ad- 


mit me to the honor of his ſervice and 


familiarity with him, I humbly beg the 
help of his reſtraining grace, to keep me 


from ſcandalizing him by any wicked 


action. Afterwards, I pray for all thoſe, 
to whom 1 have any temporal or ſpi- 


reren. 
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ritual obligation; and not only for this 
family, but all mankind; that God would 
be merciful to them, and incline their 
hearts to know, love, and praiſe him,--- . 
All this I offer to him with a true and un- 
leigned ſincerity and purity of heart. 


But (aſked Dzsiptrzvs) how do you: 
acquire this ſincerity. and purity of 
heart? I endeavor to obtain it (replied 
he) with all my might, by keeping a ſtrict 
guard over all my faculties, watching 
my thoughts, words, and actions, re- 
ſtraining my ſenſes, and cloſely retaining. 
_ Simplicity; by the help of which I candidly 
and charitably interpret all I ſee. and 
hear for the beſt. And that I may be 
fecure from all danger, I give myſelf u 

wholly to my Loxd and Maſter, and lack 
upon him as the centre of all my joy, 
comfort, and pleaſure: for this cauſe I 
have reſolved to wean myſelf from the 
world, and be wholly at leiſure to him, 
and never go from him, but when he 
commandeth me. 1 


” 
* 


What (ſaid Drsiornius) is reading of 
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no uſe? It is very good and neceſſary 
(anſwered the Lovx or Gop) yet not 


for the ſake of making yourſelf learned 


or ſkilful, but to improve yourſelf in the 
knowledge and love of God: and for 
this there is no need of many books. 
What I chiefly regard and deſire is, that 
I may transfer the love of my foul en- 
tirely to that of God, and unite all the 
affections of my heart, my reaſon, and 
underſtanding, to him. His love is all 
ſufficient to me; it is that alone which 
can teach and inſtruct me in all things; 
and, in the very act of loving him, I 
can diſcover more ſecrets and myſteries 
than all the books in the world contain: 
and when I am preſent * with him, I 
learn more purity of mind, fear, de- 
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That is, at the time of prayer and meditation, 
when we are ſtrictly and devoutly employed in ad- 
dreſſing ourſelves to, or thinking of him; ſor that 
is the time, whilſt we live here below, that we 


can, with any = wank be faid to be preſent and 


converſe with C 
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votion, reverence, compunction, forti- 
tude, and. ſubduction of the. fleſh, than 
from reading, I am certain, that God 
wilk-not be ſo ſtriét in requiring an · ac- 
chunt of me, how much I have ſtudied, 
and how much I have read, as how 
-much I have loved him. 


o 


I do not condemn reading, as I think 
it highly neceſſary for thoſe who are 
ignorant of the ways of the Lord; theſe 

ought to ſpend much time in reading, 

that by it they may be inſtructed in ſpi- 
[ritual exerciſes, and learn to love and 
fear God. A ruſtic, who is unuſed to 

the manners of a court, is very unfit to 
approach the royal preſence, and addreſs 

a temporal prince. The caſe is the ſame 

in a ſpiritual ſenſe; for, by reading and 

other exerciſes, we muſt qualify ourſelves 

to approach the Divine Goodneſs. 


When I apply myſelf to my God, I. 
think it highly neceſſary to have my 
thoughts and all my faculties wholly” 
intent upon him, becauſe his all-ſeeing 
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eye can diſcover the leaſt wandering or 
neglect: this makes me approach him 
with the greater reverence and attention, 
Laſtly,.I praiſe and thank him for all the 
bleſſings: he hath beſtowed upon me, and 
the reſt of mankind; which I frequently 
recognize, that I may retain the memory 
of them, and avoid the imputation of 
ingratitude. | 


What I have hitherto ſaid of the Love 
or Gop, implies the love of him ſo far 
as not to offend him, and to keep his 
will and commandments. There is yet 
another degree of the Love of God; and 
that is, to do all things, which I know, 
or can but think, are acceptable and 
pleaſing to him. But how (cried Des1- 
DER1VS) can you tell, that what you do 

+ pleaſe him? There are two things 
(anfwered the Lovs or Gop) which aſſure 
me of this, viz. when I love what he 


loveth, and hate what he hateth. 


As to the firſt, I love his Son, as the 
moſt delightful, moſt amiable, and deſfi- 
rable object of my affection; but much 
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more, becauſe he is moſt like his Father, 
to whom he was all obedience, and 

whom the Father loveth as himſelf, be- 
cauſe he is more like him than any 
natural child ever was to his own parent. 

And that unity and love, which is be- 
tween the Father and the Son, is ſo 
great, that they both are but one; and 
though they be diſtinct in perſon, yet 
they are but one in eſſence. For this 
Son; the Father, witk his own hands, 
made a garment, * ſuch as ſhepherds 
wear: clothed with which he went from 
his Father's court (though, notwith- 
ſtanding, he is always-preſent with him) 
and came into this wilderneſs, to find 
Bis ſcattered flock; where he had not 
long been, but he was ſlain by wolves, 
od permitted this, out of his im- 
menſe love to us, that we, who dwell 


* This is an 8 of the Chriſtian Prieſthood, 
which was firſt inſtituted by the F ather, and the 
Son was the firſt who executed it. 
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in his houſe, and live by his bounty, 
might be ſenſible of his tender affection, 


who ſpared not his only and beloved 


Son, but ſuffered him to be ſacrificed 


This melancholy relation touched 


Dzsipzkius ſo ſenfibly, that he could 
not forbear tears: but the Love or G0 
went on :---Although God the Father 
1 his Son thus to die, yet he 
oon raĩſed him from the grave in a much 
more glorious ſtate, than what he had 


appeared in before; and ſummoning his 


theep together, he left them as a monu- 
ment of his care; for, being received up 
into glory, where he ſitteth at his Father's 
right hand, he continueth a conſtant 
Mediator for them. 'This was the greateſt 
inſtance of his affection, and without 
which it would be impoſſible for us to 


ſubſiſt. In grateful memory of which, 


we make him the centre of our love, 
and aim at nothing but what may be 
pleaſing to him. 


But how (cried DxsibERius) do you 
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love and pleaſe him? By commemorating 
his moſt holy life (replied the Love or 

Gby) his agony and bloody ſweat; his 
croſs and paſſion; his precious death and 
burial; his glorious reſurrection and aſ- 
cenſion; his infinite love in ſending the 
Holy Ghoſt to comfort us, and, by a ſtrict 
obſervance of his moſt ſacred inſtitutions, 
I conform myſelf, as far as I am able, 
to his moſt holy will and pleaſure: for 
God + moſt affectionately loveth thoſe, 
who Rudiouſly imitate the example of 
his bleſſed Son: and it was for this cauſe 
that he ſent his Son to live amongſt and 
inſtruct us, who before led a life little 
differing from that of brutes. Him, 
therefore, God the Father hath propoſed 
to us as a mirror; by contemplating 
which, we arrive at the knowledge of his 
will, and our own duty. 


But (continued the Love or Gop) 
there is another thing to be obſerved; 
and that is, the Love of our Neighbour, which 
is a duty God ſo ſtrictly requireth of us, 
that whatever we do to him, whether 
good or evil, he looketh upon it as done 
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to himſelf, But pray (aſked DxsipERius) 
how do you love him? Equally with 
myſelf, anſwered he; for, in the firſt 
place, T eſteem him as my Superior, 
and, in all things agreeable to virtue and 
religion, I pay hima reſpe accordingly, 
Then I am very cautious how I difoblige 
or affi& him, and make it my buſineſs 
to do him all the offices of love and 
friendſhip. I think no ill of him, but 
charitably excuſe what J ſee amiſs in 
him. I never haſtily reprove him, but 
pity and bear with his natural defects 
and infirmities, and condole with him in 
his misfortunes and afflictions. | 


TI never depreciate the character of 
my neighbour in his abfence, nor flatter 
him in his preſence, neither do I allow 
others to do it. I pray to God to keep 
and love him, and to blefs him with all 
ſpiritual” and temporal gifts, as well as 
myſelf. If it pleaſe God to diſpenſe 
any extraordinary portion of wordly 
bleſſings, I rejoice with him; and when 
God viſiteth him with his diſpleaſure, I 
mourn with him, as if it were my own 
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caſe. . His proſperity is an uſeful hint 


to me of my own unworthineſs; for 
which. reaſon I think I ought to be ſub- 

ſervient to him, being ſatisfied that he 

is mightily beloved of God. 

"After the ſame manner, I behave 
myſelf i in thoſe things that relate to our 
community, to which I pay a ſacred re- 
ard, becauſe they tend to the worſhip 
and honor. of God, and the 8 
| of this family. I take particular care 
| that nothing he neglected or omitted 
| in what goncerns the obſervation of our 

conſtitution, and ceremoniey of our holy 
religion: for which, though ſome have 
too little reſpect, yet, I am perſuaded, 
that unleſs they had been very acceptable 
to God, the Holy Spirit would not Gave 
promoted the inſtitution of them : and 
therefore, with moſt profound reverence 
and humility, I obſerve them, as tending 
to the worlk ip and honor of God: and 
who are ſo much obliged to ſerve and 
honor God, as we, whom he hath created 
in his own. image, and to whom he 
bath given excellence and pre-eminence 
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over all other parts of the creation? 


'Temporal princes demand and expect a 
juſt deference and ſervice from their ſub- 
jects, in the moſt minute circumſtances; 
and ſhould not we much more revere 
and adore the King of Kings, eſpecially, 
fnce he allows us free acceſs, and ex 

our daily addreſſes? The neglect of this 
ſervice is too apparent in the world; 
for there, if ſerved at all, it is with 
ſuch indifference, that they think the 
moſt negligent, ſlovenly manner good 
enough. But though the whole world 
deſert his ſervice, I will, to the laſt, per- 
ſeyere in my duty to him. 


But {till (continued the Lovz or Gon) 
there remains another thing, by which 


I kittw when my actions pleaſe God; 


and that is, when I hate thoſe things 
which he hateth, I am fully perſuaded 


that my Lord hath two great enemies, 


the world and the fleth : theſe I bate, 
and, as-rebels to my God and King, de- 


clare war againſt them, and reſolve never 


to have any familiarity or converſation 


with them, but when God {hall command 
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e; whoſe precepts weigh more with 
me than my own reſolution. There- 
fore, when God leaveth it to my choice, 
I ſtudiouſly avoid all occaſions of con- 
11 with men. But when he thinks 
5 End me into the world, I readily 

wy him, and, having performed his 
hi I return with all the haſte ] can, 
elt, by tarrying too long, I thould attract 
ſome contagion, and be captivated and 
enſnared with the frauds of it: for I am 
fare that whoever, at this time, con- 
yerſes with the world, though he be no 
loſer, is certainly no trace: 


For the ſame thn I am conſtantly 
5 my guard againſt the infirmities 
fleſh; which is no leſs dangerous 

an ay, to God and my ſoul, and 
1 I hate and abbor my own 
im urity; I reſtrain all evil motions and 
ful deſires, and check all paſſionate 
perturbations and inordinate propen- 
fitzes, which I know are odious and 
ungrateful to my God; for the love of 
whom I feclude myſelf from the conver- 
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ſation even of this family, not appearing 
but when charity or neceſſity demands 
my preſence. And this 1 do, not out of 
any contempt or pride, or that I think 
them unworthy of my company (for, 
as I told you before, I look upon them 
as my ſuperiors) but that I am unworthy 
of theirs: for this reaſon I ſeldom con- 
verſe with them, but when Iam obliged 
or commanded. | | 


It is ſtrange (replied Deswzrms) 
that you ſhould ſhun the converſation 
of ſo happy a ſociety! You will not 
think it ſo (anſwered the Love or Gop) 
when you conſider the ſtate of religion 
at this time in the world : refle& but on 
thoſe who are called Religious, in a mo- 
naſtic.ſtate; they, who ought to deny the 
world, and all earthly fplendor, live up 
to the grandeur and luxury of princes: 
their monaſteries are ſo many ſtately 
palaces, and they indulge themſelves in 
plenty and pleaſure; their converſation 
1s of nothing but worldly affairs, and 
their minds are feldom at leiſure to 
ſerve God, ſcarcely in the choir, where 
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the holy offices are performed with ſo 
much coolneſs and indifference, that 
they have more the appearance of cuſ- 
tomary hal its, than religious duties. 
Nay, even this poor ſervice is, in a great 
meaſure, extorted from them, and they 
can ſcarcely be ſaid to be religious, but 
in the name and habit of their order, 
This negligence makes them ſtrangers to 
God, of whoſe love, or any thing re- 
lating to him, they have no taſte; for 
which cauſe they axe hated and deſpiſed 
by him. This is the true reaſon why I 
allect ſolitude; for, being alone, I am 
mare at leiſure to pray, and praiſe 
God; by which holy exerciſes my ſoul 
is ſg enflamed with the love of him, 
that I the more readily ſhake hands with 
the world, and betake myſelf wholly to 
him, who is my only joy and deht. 


But, Sir, (ſays Des10zrvs) will not 
the world be apt to accuſe you of ſingu- 
larity, for being ſo reſerved? I value 
not that (replied he) for my buſineſs is 
not to pleaſe men, eſpecially ſuch as diſ- 


_ pleaſe God; and ſo long as I occafion no 
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ſcandal or offence to any, they may think 
or ſay of me what they think proper. 
What I do is my duty; and if you de- 
fire my acquaintance and friendſhip, you 
muſt do as I have done. | 


DesrDtrivs was much pleaſed with 
the converſation of the Love or Gop; 
and, having well conſidered of what he 
had ſaid to him, he aſked him, Whether, 
after he had done all this, he had any 
thing to fear? Yes (replied he) for, 
after I have done my duty, I am ve 
careful in guarding myſelf againſt Vain 
Groky and SELr-Conceit, who are ve 
watchful to betray me. Should theſe 
once creep in upon my thoughts, ſo 
that I grow vain, and value myſelf upon 
what 1 have done, I am certain of being 
expelled this place. But I ſecure myſelf 
from them, by praQtifing thoſe holy leſſons 
I received from that pious matron, Ho- 
MIL1TY, and which I make my conſtant 
companions, | fl 97108 


Dzstverrvs, being fully ſatisfied with 
what he had heard, requeſted that the 
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Love os Gop would introduce him into 
the bouſe, - That I. will (replied he) 
and, ſince your mind is ſo well formed, 
I will conduct you to a friend and relation 
of mine, who, in office and dignity, is 
ſuperior to me. DES ip ERIus, being very 
anxious to know his name, he informed 
him, he was called the DEsME os Gop; 
whom they met upon their entrance 
into the houſe: he, ſeeing a ſtranger in 
company with the Love. os Gon, aſked 
his buſineſs. Dzs1DzrIvs: told him, he 
begged the honor of being admitted into 
the nud ber of his ſervants. 


ITbe Drsmx or Goo, being very much 
plealec with the readineſs and affection 
of Destorkius, informed him, that if 
he had a mind to live with him, he muſt 
firſt be well inſtructed by his brother, 
the Love os Gop, That, Ds RIS 
told him, had been already done; and, 
with the Divine Aſſiſtance, he was. re- 
ſolved to purſue his direction: But (con- 
tinued he) I am not certain whether I 
am, without all; ambiguity, thoroughly 
endued with the Love God; and, there- 
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fore, humbly ſubmit that point to you; 
for I can affirm nothing of myſelf. The 
Dzs888 or Gop was charmed with the 
humility of Dzes1pzrus, and, conſe- 
quently, was ſoon prevailed upon ta give 
an aceount of himſelf and quality, which 
he did in the, following manner: 


As man (ſays he) by a true knowledge 
of himſelf, comes to a thorough contempt 
of himſelf, and, by a true knowledge 
of God, arrives at the true Love of God; 
ſo, by the great Love of God, he attains 
to a greater Deſire of God. Now he that 
would gain me, who am called the D- 
s or Gon, muſt defire nothing that re- 
liſhes of the world: for the Deſire of God 
inſpires ſuch with a generoſity and ex- 
cellence of mind, that ſets them above 
defirivg any thing but the chief and 
only good, which is. God; and when a 
man is arrived to this ſublime deſire, 
though he be of beggarly extraction, I 
prefer his condition to that of kings. 


dd defire, 
de thinks and ſpeaks of nothing but God: 
| / ä 
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God is his treaſure, and there his heart 
is fixed. It is the true and ſolid re- 
ſection of the holy mind, which nothing 
elſe can ſupply. By virtue of this (con- 
timed he) I enjoy the higheſt poſt of 
honor in our family. It is in my power 
to admit what friend I pleaſe: I am the 
meſſenger of Divine Love; I approach 
him the neareſt of any; I ſtand next to 
him; and am heard by him the ſooneſt 
of any: in fine, it is in my power to 
d&{tribute the fruit of that excellent tree, 
called the Viſion or Sight of God. 


Pray, (ſaid DzserzvVs) is this fruit 
fweet? for, when I was at the houſe of 
Houw1tity, they gave me ſome fruit, 
which was ſo ſharp, that I was hardly 
able to ſwallow it. "This fruit (ſaid the 
Drsinz or Go) is indeed ſweet; but it 
may differ in eee er to the appetite 

acd palate of the perſon who eats it; for 
it is:{weeter to ſome, than to others. 
But (afked Dzsrverus) how muſt T taſte 
or eat this fruit? Very 1 
he) for the virtue of it is ſuch, that the 
leaſt morſel is ſufficient for the moſt vo- 
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- racious ſtomach.” If any one ſhould 
happen to take more of it than his ſtomach 
can digeſt, it will do him much hurt. 
Wherefore it is neceſſary to eat ſparing 
of it, till we ſhall eat it with our Lord, 
in the place where we 1 nm lich 
i. pats wag ues @ UL C3 

. conſequence of this Suat 
— was very preſſing for the 
fruit and intreated to have ſome of it; 
but: was informed; that it was of itſelf 
the pureſt thing in the world, and, there- 
fore, was not to be touched or eaten by 
any perſon who was not perfectly clean. 
1 Would gladly be clean (ſaid he). that I 
might eat uf this fruit; but where ſhall 
I get water F I will conduct: you (replied 
the Drsmx o God) to a fountain, that 
runs might and day; the name of it is 
Hoh Religion. Drstoznius having, ac- 
cording to direction, waſhed hiniſelf, eat 
of the fruit, and was ſo much refreſhed 
With it, that he could not: forbear ex- 
pteffing his: join very 8 
manner; whyich'the! other :obſerving,. he 
gave him a hint, that after eating, it was 


1 * 4 þ 24 . 1 
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xbezr:cuſtom-to expreſs their thankfulneſs 
by 4dnging; neck the that-no perſon, who was 
not! ſkilful. in it, was allowed to reſide 
an that en 
a. 100 13317 
Bu how: ſhall 1 * to ſing, (aſked 
Drstokkrus?) We will go to the choir 
replied the Dzs:zz or Gop) where you 
will nd: thoſe who will inſtruct you in 
that divine art. The firſt of our chori- 
ſterd is called BxADIC rio, who performs 
A treble, and bleſſes God for his omni- 
potence. The ſecond is named Hoon, 
who ſings à contra-tenor, and glorifies 
God for his infinite wiſdom. IT be third 


is Pnatsx, who ſings a tenor, and whoſe 


buſineſs it is to extol and magnity the 
excellence of the Divine Goodneſs. The 
fourth is TnaxRSGTIVI xo, who ſings à baſs, 

and thanks the Great Creator of the 
avchd; for all the beblits wp __ be- 
n on it. 0 


Pant 


The Wann or Goo, having ' brought 
— into this holy — — 


n how be — 3 
8 1 ö 


6 
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he had a mind to return to the world? 
To which he anſwered, Whither can 1 
go to be thus entertained? or can it be 
worth while to return, after ſo much 
pains and difficulty to get hither? No, 
J ſhall not leave you, unleſs you force 
me away. We do not uſe to treat people 
ſo (ſays he) for inſtead of turning them 
out againſt their inclinations, we invite 
them to tarry with us. But to let them 
know that it is not out of any neceſſny 
that we admit them, we ſometimes atk 
them, whether they have a mind to re- 
turn. Now, ſince you have a mind to 
tarry with us, you muſt not expect to 
be idle; for no perſon here is allowed 
to ſpend that precious jewel, called 1 
og n ue pods e eu Jobs 


An Fu belt place. you mut put in 
practice that 32 leſſon, called 
Gbertence, readily doing what you are 
commanded. But, ſuppoſe I am com- 

manded nothing (ſays DzsmEgivs) how 
— L:employ my time? You muſt 
ſing, and praiſe God (replied the Dzsime 
or Gop) fore to that end you were ad- 
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mitted here. Nay, when you are doing 
what you” are commanded, you — 

fing; to yourſelf, that your thoughts may 
not wander; and, if you intend to 
pleaſe our Lord, and gain his favor, you 
ought;'when you are at leiſure, to retire, 
and converſe with him by yourſelf, 
Then you will hear what he will ſay to 
you, and he will reveal thoſe ſecrets to 
you, which will endear him more than 
ever to y.. 6 e 
Oan I be admitted to his apartment; 
and talk with him? (aſked DrsipRrus.) 
Very readily (anſwered the Deszt or 
Gov) provided you approach with hu- 
mility, which is a great pleafure to him, 
as he loveth to be applied to; and ho- 
ever thus addreſſes him, though he be 
of the moſt mean and abject condition, 
he is welcome: and then he is ſo graci- 
ouſly good, that he makes no diſtinction 
af perſons, provided they be of an hum- 
ble mind; for, as he created all men 
out of the ſame matter, they are mate- 
rially equal to him. But the way to be 
ligheſt in his eſteem, is to be low in 


172 DESIDERIUS, &c. 


our ow: and truly, the greateſt part of 
thoſe who live here are of mean extrac- 
tion; for whom the world deſpifes, God 

chuſeth for his ſervice, with this intent, 
to let the inhabitants of this place know, 
that they have not gained admittance 
here through their o⁹m ann but by 

hie gracigus eee . | 


If you ſtay with _ you will "Ira 
frequent opportunities of converſing with 
our Lord in the choir; to qualify your- 
ſelf for which, you muſt be' furniſhed 
with theſe four things. The firſt is 
Benevolence, or Good Will; the ſecond 
is Humility; the third is Patience; and 
the fourth is Charity. Which if you 
carefully gow 80a you wil never r ſing 
amiſs, Q 971 | 


At brd it i is not to be expected you 
(hould perform your part exactly; but 
by practice you will arrive at perfection. 
By the help of the firſt, which is Good 
Wilt; and is the baſis and foundation 
of |the reſt, ybu will ſing 2 plain and 
6aſy” ſort of muſic,” By the ſecond and 
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third, which are Humility and Patience, 
you will perform contra- point; for Hu- 
mility and Patience are contrary to 
man will: and by the fourth, which is 
Charity, you will expreſs all parts at 
once, in a moſt entire harmony: and if 
at any time you happen, through any 
defect of your own, to ſing out of tune. 
recur to the firſt meaſure of Good Will; 
but if you miſtake in any of the other 
three, apply yourfelf to the. Corrector,. 
who will ſet you right in all. I have 
but one thing more to ſay, or rather 
to remind you of what I have ſpoken 
before, and that is, that you neglect not 
eating of the fruit you took with you 
out of Humitrtv's garden, called Truſt 
in God, which will make you more ſen- 
ſible of the Love and Deſite of God, 
and bring you to a more perfect know- 
ledge of him. In fine, there is nothing 
will more endear and recommend you 
to Gd. 5 * 110% fr 24 


2 


Here he pauſed, in order to try what 
aſe DesrDtrrvs would make of what he 
had ſaid; but he, having well digeſted 


— 
\ 


ey 
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this holy converſation, found nothing 
remaining to eomplete his deſires, but 
to gain admiſßon to the Lord, that he 
might kiſs his hand, and obtain a more 
perfect knowledge of him. This he urged 
with ſo much importunity, that at length 
the other conſented, and beds: him to 
go along with him. ain 5. 


In the way, a ſudden 3 ſeized 
Despzzs,. which increaſed, upon his 
conſideration of the majeſty of the Great 
King, before whom he was going to 
appear. This thought affected him with 
ſuch awe, that he was fearful to advance, 
and had ſome notion of returning. But 
then recollecting, that theugh the majeſty 
of this King was ſo great, t hat none were 
worthy to approach him, yet that he 
was infinitely gracious and kind, patient, 
and of long: ſuffering, and eaſy of acceſs, 
he took. courage, and, with a: nel, 1 de- 
e on the Og Node 


ee to the 8 
or Gon requeſted that he would tarry 
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at the door, till he went and told the 
Lord, who would ſpeak with him. 
During his abſence, the other was agi- 
tated with a variety of thoughts, re- 
ſpecting what he ſhould ſay. But the 
Dremx or Gon raturning quickly, hap- 
pily interrupted him, by informing him 
that he might go in, and he himſelf 
would wait at the door. DEsERius, 
with great reverence, entered the outer 
chapel; but, when he came in fight of 
the altar, he was ſtruck with ſuch an 
awful dread, that, falling proſtrate, he 
burſt into tears, and could not liſt up 
his head. His former offences came 
freſh into his mind, and almoſt ſunk 
him; but his own unworthineſs, of being 
admitted to ſo near a converſation with 
his God, moſt deeply affected him. 


In this humble poſture he lay for 
ſome time, in holy ſilence, bemoaning 
his ſinful condition. At laſt he heard 
a voice, which bade hum riſe and ſpeak. 
Alas! my Lord (ſaid he) how can 1 
ſpeak in the preſence of ſueh majeſty? 
Lam unworthy to open my profane 
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mouth before thee, who art holinefs 
itſelf. . Permit me, I beſeech thee, in 
humble ſilence to adore thee, and be. 
wail my poor condition: © For what 
cauſe cameſt thou hither, ſaid the voice? 
merit, Bel he) but the — and 
deſire of thee. Thou haſt commanded 
me to call upon thy holy name; thou 
Haſt ĩinwited me, and promiſed me pou 
In this holy hope preſume to 
proach thee, though I ko] thou 2 
no want or occaſion for me. , My deſires 
are limited by thy will, and it" is the 
utmoſt of my ambition to be admitted 
into the number of thy moſt lowly ſla ves, 
though I am he Wow on of the leaſt of 
ic favors.” 


But fi nice d hat been pleaſed thus 
W ap to invite” me, (for thou art 
eternal love, ever lovely, and never fuf- 
ficiently beloved) be graciouſly pleaſed 
to det me continue with thee, and in- 
ruck me in what 1 ſhould ſay to thee. 
Inſpire me with fear and reverence, that 
I may, by no undue approaches, offend 


DESIDERIUS, 8. 1577 


iy ſicrod majeſty; and ſanctify my 
heart, that I may be worthy to be one 
ofithy divine levy. Give me a true 
ſpixit of | humility, that I may. obſerve 
and pleaſe thee. in this holy family, 

1 pleaſed to accept my 
| , IG.  _ „ rt. 7 4 


„The Lord, ſeeing Dxsiozkius in this 
happy ſtate of contrition, the voice a- 
in thus comforted him :-—Ariſe, and 
y aſide thy fear, and be aſſyred, that 
if thou art ſincere, thy former tranſ- 
greſſions ſball be no more remembered; 
and to confirm thy * and improve 
thy happineſs, -I will give thee four 
words for thy future inſtruction; which, 
if duly obſerved, will adminiſter great 
comfort ang advantage to thee in all 
conditions.” The words are theſe: I and 
[FROU, the SUBJECT and the KING, 
Theſe words, well conſidered and di- 
geſted, will ,promote thee to, ſuch per- 
jetion and purity of heart, as will ſegure 
thee from all perturbations. of mind, 
aud make . thee happy,  gither . whey 
One or in COMPANY. ; on yd yea Þ 
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DEsipERius, encouraged with this gra- 
cious condeſcenſion, begged to be further 
inſtructed in what manner he ſhould 
make a right uſe of theſe four words. 
To which the voice replied, You muſt, 
in all your actions and holy exerciſes, 
refer to thefe four words; for they are 
ſo ſententious and fignificant, that num- 
bers of volumes may be written from 
them; and are ſufficient, without the help 
of other books, to ſhew "ou the way to 
er 00 


For n * you purpoſe to 
converſe with me, if you find your de- 
votion cool, and thoughts diſtracted, or, 
by reaſon of any ſecular occaſion, your 
heart not duly affected, then think af 
the two firſt words, I and THOU. The 
firſt of which will put you in mind of 
what you are in reſpect of me, and what 
Fam, and will be, in reſpect of you, if 
you do your duty. By this method 
| will” exclude all ' outward objeds, 
and inward conceptions of wotldly at- 
fairs, and think of nothing but me gd 
yourſelf, 
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The other two words, the SUBJECT 
and: the-KING, relate to your conyer- 
fation in this family. The firſt of which 
implies that you ought to look upon 
yourſelf as the meaneſt of ſlaves, and 
ought to be ſubſervient to all; by which 
you will: thoroughly learn humility and 
obedience. The ſecond implies, that 
you are king of yourſelf, and may force 

rſelf to do your duty, if you will 
rightly ſet about itz for the Lord hath 
given you power to do ſo. Let theſe 
inſtructions ſuffice for the . g0 


in u peace. 


e was ſo charmed with this 
Feds ary converſation, and unwilling 
to leave it, that he could not. forbear 
aſking, why he was commanded to Ut 
the preſence of his Lord? 


To which the voice \anſwered, Leſt 
| on ſhould grow preſumptuous, and, 
out of vain glory, think yourſelf wor- 
thy of it. Be content, therefore, with 
what you have already, and when the 
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Lord thinks ft. you ſhall be called again: 
but, for your uche comſort and ſecu- 
rity, you ſhall leave your heart here, 
that, whatever ſniall happen, your bet- 
ter oo may remain with him. 


That I'moſt readily do (replied Dr- 
$19881vs) and humbly beſeech my Lord 
to accept the offering, It is ac- 
cepted (ſaid the voice) for. this time; 
but you muſt not think, that you can 
do this when you, pleaſe; as ſometimes, 
for your chaſtiſement and humiliation, - 
_ Lord will refuſe your offering, leſt 

grow vain. and proud. But till, 
in mall caſtigations and afflictions, re- 
meniber, it is the divine power that viſits 
you; for you may be aſſured, they are 
fent for your g . and that he loveth 
thoſe whom. he chaſtifeth, 


- Diepcagdriee, in dumble reverence, with- 
drew, and at the door found the Dzsmz 
off God. oxpecing- his return, who aſked 
him, what- be had been doing fo long? 
The icohverſstion-F have enjoyed (ald 
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Drsmxnios) was ſo divine, that I thought 
the time but ſhort fince I parted with 
. TI congratulate you upon your 
— (replied the Dxs mR or Gopz) 
and now that you have had the honor 
of being admitted and entertained in 
this place, you have free liberty to 
take another view of our habitation 
and family at your leiſure. All hap- 
pineſs attend you. 2250 


Dzs1DerIvs, being alone, began im- 
mediately to practiſe his leſſon of the 
four words, I and THOU, the SUBJECT 
and the KING; which he repeated to 
himſelf, and, by mixing and tranſpoſing 
them, he diſcovered an admirable har- 

mony and agreement between them. = 


w +7 \ | 

Sometims he would join the firſt, 
which is I, with the third, which is 
SUBJECT. For the Love of Gal: (ſaid 
he) I am a ſubjeR and a ſervant. Then 
he would join the firſt with the laſt, 
which is KING; For (faid he) I am a 
king, ſo long as I ſerve my Gud,' to 
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ſerve whom is to reign. Then he would 
tranſpoſe the words another way, and 
join KING with SUBJECT; which im- 
mediately gave him this hint: That 
the King of heaven became a ſervant 
on earth, in order that he might make 
his ſervants kings; and that he, who 
would be a king, ought to n what 
it is to be a ſubject. 101 


Drstrxius made many other uſes 
and advantages of this pious and holy 
exerciſe, ſometimes applying it thus to 
himſelf:—If God ſhall, at any time, 

rmit me to be oppreſied and afflicted 
with adverſity, and that the world ſhould 
deſpiſe and treat me ill, ſhall I. who 
am a ſubject and a ſlave, complain ?--- 
And then, on the contrary, he would 
ſay, If God ſhall, at any time, think 
fit to bleſs me with proſperity, ſhall 
that betray me to ſin? God forbid that 
I, who am a king, ſhould be a ſlave to 
m pleaſ ares, 


Thus, by tranſpoſing and comparing 
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theſe four words, he found himſelf full 
employment; and, by the practice of 
this pious exerciſe, and other holy lec- 
tures he had received during the time 
of his pilgrimage, he found himſelf, 
in a great meaſure, able to reſtrain 
and ſubdue all igordinate deſires, and 
to fortify himſelf againſt all AN ANA 
and misfortunes. 


4&4 
s UM M AR Y 


OF 


THE FOREGOING DIALOGUE, 


IN 


Thirteen ſhort Precepts. 


—— ... ———' — 


I, 


FoR the love of Jeſus Chriſt, who died for 
thee, renounce all ſenſual pleaſures; and when 
thou wouldſt ſee, hear, ſmell, taſte, touch, or 
ſay any thing, remember thou art to obey God 
and reaſon ; and ſuffer not thyſelf to be tempted 
to irregularity. Conform thy defires to God's 
will and direction; and, in all thy enjoyments, 
avoid voluptuouſneſs and exceſs. 


II. Keep a ſtrict guard over thy tongue, thine 
ear, and thine eye, leſt they betray thee to 
things vain and unlawful. Be ſparing of thy 
words, and talk not impertinently, or in paſſion. 
Keep all parts of thy body in a juſt decorum, 


and avoid immoderate laughter and levity of 
behaviour. 


6 Aa 
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III. Be fond of no creature, but mortiſy thyſelf 
to the world, ſo wilt thou keep thy mind more 
at liberty, in which the true W of lie 
conſiſts. | 1 _ 


. By e an entire e and denying of of 
thyſelf, thou wilt be able to reſtrain irregular 


affections and paſſions. Make God the object of 


thy love and defire, and give up thyſelf wholly 
to him. Let his will be thine, and purſue his 
__ and honor more than * own _ is 


v. Obſerve the proyidence x God in il 
things, and put thy truſt in him, who will not 


fall to take care of thee in all adverſity, whether 


internal or external. Submit to the hand that 
afflicts thee, and aſſure thyſelf, it is for thy 
good. Bear thy condition with patience. and 
egquanimity, if it be ever ſo unhappy, gi giving 


thanks to God for his all- wiſe diſpenſations. 


Be not offended nor affronted at injuries, nor 


impatiently complain of men: but reflect on 


thine own unworthineſs, who, deſerves to be ill 
treated by all. Depend upon God, and in holy 
ſilence preſerve thy peace of mind. Conſider, 
with what patience thy innocent Saviour ſuffered 
the indignities of men, then wilt thou be pre- 
Pee to bear the contempt of thine enemies. 


WW Think mean of thyſelf, confiering 
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thy own vileneſs, who art but duſt and aſhes, 
and haſt nothing thou canſt call thy own. The 
better thou thinkeſt of thyſelf, the worſe God 
will think of thee; and, in ſeeking applauſe 
for a good work, thou wilt loſe thy reward. 
Whatſoever good thou poſſeſſeſt, look upon it 
as God's, and not thy own; and never uſurp 
that to thyſelf, which belongeth to hin. Pleaſe 
not thyſelf, to diſpleaſe God; but eſteem thyſelf 
unworthy of the leaſt of his gifts. 


VII. Deny thyſelf, to oblige others in all 
things which are lawſul. Let thy obedience be 
ready and chearful, which is accgptable to God; 
and conſider how he curſeth the rebellious and 
undutiful. FOO 


vum. 10 imitation of a7 ! et be 
contented with a little. Shun exceſs in apparel. 
and luxury in diet; and think how ungrateful 
thou wouldſt be to murmur at coarſe diet, when 
Chriſt, for thy ſake, drank vinegar and gal. 
If thou wanteſt common neceſſaries, ſtill thank 
God it is no worſe, and truſt i in him, who will 
never forfake his ſervants, though, for a white 
and their own good, he may ſometimes ſuffer 
them to be afflicted. I | 
M. Love all 1 as an own brothers and 
Liſters. Pray for the * of all. * 
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kindly to, and look pleaſantly on all, eſpecially 
thy enemies and perſecutors, and let univerfal 
charity extinguiſh all bitterneſs of ſpirit in thee. 
Aſſiſt and comfort the diſtreſſed, eſpecially if 
they have offended thee. Rejpice at the proſperity 
and good. deeds of others, as if they were thy 
own, and bemoan their Ins as ere 
they had befallen n | 


X. Deſpiſe no Cath, Avoid raſh judgment 
and uncharitable cenſures. Think well of all 
men, and interpret their words and actions to 
the beſt meaning. Prefer all men in thy own 
thoughts before thyſelf, and look upon thyſelf as 
a moſt vile and unworthy creature. If thon 


wert wiſe, how chearfully wouldſt thou obey 
God, and readily he ſerviceable in thy gene- 


ration! Wouldſt thou imitate thy Lord and 
Maſter? Conſider, he took upon him the cha- 
. Tacter of a ſervant, and condeſcended to waſh 
his diſciple's feet. 


XI. Study to pleaſe God more than man, and 
affe& contempt, rather than applauſe. 


XII. Indulge chaſte and pious thoughts, con- 
ſidering that God is every where preſent. Con- 
verſe frequently with him in thy mind, and 
[endeavor to preſerve his memory in thy thoughts, 
that thou mayſt never be abſent from him. 


"_ 
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XIII. Whatſoever relates not to God, is un- 
worthy of thy ore. This will wean thee from 
the world, and ſet thy mind more at liberty 
to ſerve him only; which is TE ON THING | 
NEEDFUL ; and for the obtaining of which, thou 
canſt never ſpend too much time or pains. Be 
cautious, and preſume not upon thy own per- 
formances; but rely entirely upon the mercy | 
and goodneſs of God, by whoſe help alone thou 
art able to do thy duty. 
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